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JUVENILE ANECDOTES, 


' FOUNDED ON FACTS: 


THE LITTLE PEILOSOPHER. 


DWIN was a thoughtful child; from 


his infancy, he loved. to withdraw 
himſelf from his companions, and to ſeek 
amuſement alone. In the ſummer ſeaſon 


he delighted to find a ſhady bank, where he 
might indulge himſelf at his eaſe, in obſerv- 


ing the direction of the birds as they flew 
through the air, or in watching the motions 


of the gold and ſilver fiſh as they glided 


along the fiſhpond, in the garden ; ſome- 
times he would take pleaſure in placing 


himſelf at a ſmall di ſtance from a neſt of 
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2 Juvenile * | 
young birds, and with the utmoſt patience, 


watch the mother, as ſhe was buſied in col- 
letting food for her young: her regularity 


in ſatisfying them exactly in their turns, 
though they each thruſt forward their gap- 


ing mouths with equal eagerneſs, aftoniſh- 
ed him; nor could he explain, to his own 


ſatisfaction, the means by which ſhe was 


enabled to diſtmguiſh them, Day after day, 


he would return to the fame place, for the 


pleaſure of renewing his obſervations, till 


repeated experiments convinced him, that 
all animals are guided by the ſame affeftion 
and {k1ll in rearing their young. As he had 

been often told that they were not endued 
with reaſon, he was at a loſs to know what 


name to give this univerſal principle, by 
which the different ſpecies are directed to 
provide for their tender offspring, in a man- 


ner adapted to their ſeveral natures; at 


length he applied to his kind friend and 
counſellor, Mr. St. Barb, who informed 
him that it was called Eine, and was 


. 9 8 _ given 
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: 


given them by their Great Creator, inſtead 
of reaſon, which is a higher, and more ex- 
tenſive quality, and peculiar to man; that, 
by virtue of this capacity, both large-and 
ſmall animals, even to the moſt minute in- 
ſe, know what food to chooſe, and what 
to reject as poifonous or hurtful to them. 
That it enabled millions of birds, of differ- 
* ent kinds, to find their way acroſs the wide 
ocean, when the ſeaſon became too warm 


or too cold for them in one country, and 
inſtructed them t ſearch for another which 
was better calculated for their enjoyment ; 
be related to him alſo many other wonder- 
ful particulars concerning this faculty, 
which rather excited, than ſatisfied, the eu- 


rioſity of Edwin. He determined to ob» 

ſerve more nicely than ever, the propenſi- 
| ties of all the animals within his reach, that 
he might diſcover, by his own attention, 
ſome of thoſe ſurpriſing effects of which he 
had heard. One day, as he was wandering 
d, his little dog Chloe 


about a turnip fiel 


B 2 


ſprang 
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ſprang a covey of partridges, by running 


too near their neſt; the young ones were 
ſcarcely old enough to eſcape from his pur- 
ſuit. - This was an opportunity not to be re- 
ſiſted; he intended to try to catch one of 
them, that he might confine it, for the pur- 


Poſe of knowing its peculiar nature more 


exactly; but whilſt he was taking means to 


effect his purpoſe, he was ſurpriſed to ſee » 


' the old one run cloſe by his feet, hopping 


along, as if ſhe had received ſome injury, 


and was hardly able to walk, much more 
to fly. Compaſſion for her, withdrew his 
attention from the brood ; he left them to 

follow her, hoping he might be able to re- 


lieve her; but what was his aſtoniſhment, | 


upon purſuing her a good way, to ſee her 


liſe in the air without difficulty, and fly 
| out of ſight in a minute]! He diſturbed 
the covey a ſecond time, and was again le- 


duced from the young birds, by the pre- 
tended lameneſs of the old one ; for he now 
perceived that it was an artifice to dra him 


away 


Teal on Facts. i 


d away from. her- neſt, in order to preſerve 4 
> her young. This incident furniſhed his 4 
. mind with matter for reflection for many 

days, till he was rouſed from it by an ob- 
; ſervation, that equally called forth his ad- 
a miration.— A butterfly, of a reddiſh hue, 
F was ſporting among the flowers in his fa. 
) ther's garden; he endeavoured to catch it, 
Vich deſign to preſent it to his ſiſter; but 


g ſuddenly he loſt fight of it, nor could he 
„think what had become of it for ſome time, 


— 


: till at laſt he ſpied it on the gravel walk. 
; He attempted to ſeize it, but in vain, it flew 
; from one part of the walk to another, but 


be was unable to force it to change its ſitua- 
non; it continued to confine itſelf upon the 
gravel, till he declined the purſuit, which 
be no ſooner renewed, than it returned to 
its favourite ſituation. Perplexed with a 
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5 circumſtance ſo unaccountable, he reclin- 
ed upon a bench which was near, to conſider 
| the cauſe of it. He had no doubt but ſelf- 
| | defence was the motive of the butterfly's : 


= =} : B 3 choice, 


ent circumſtances, 
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choice, but he was a long while before he 
could diſcover why ſhe ſought protection 
on the gravel walk, in preference to the 
graſs plot; but after attributing it to differ- 
a thought ſtruck him, 
that inſtin& had taught the butterfly to ſeek 
ſecurity by alighting on a body, the colour 
of which approached to that of her wings: 


this led him to make many new diſcoveries; 


he found that the colour of moſt inſets 
has an affinity to that of the plant upon 


Which they feed, which is a conſiderable 
protection againſt the attacks of their ene- 


mies. Few objects, which fell under his 
notice, excited his wonder more, than the 


growth of vegetables: it was a myſtery that 


he could never explain, that the ſame clod 


of dark brown earth ſhould produce the 
| diſſimilar tints of the lily and the roſe; or 
that ſeeds ſo nearly equal in ſize as the 
acorn and the kidney-bean, ſhould contain 


the embryo of plants ſo very different as the 
Oy oak tree, 2 the ſlender creeping 


plant 


AE Wy 
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plant which proceeds from the latter. In 


the ſpring he amuſed himſelf with ſowing 
the ſeeds of annual flowers, and was de- 
lighted to obſerve their daily progreſs ; he 
would meaſure the height of ſome of them 
at noon, that he might aſcertain how much 


they grew by the ſame hour next day ; but 
he was mortified to find their advance, 


though quick, was too gradual for his per- 
ception. The expanſion of the buds was a 
new objett of obſervation and pleaſure; and 
once he was particularly charmed at behold- 


ing the coral of a paſſion flower blow whilſt 
he was looking at it: he had never ſeen any 


thing which pleaſed him ſo much before; in 


the evening he repeated his viſit to this beau- 
tiful flower, which in the morning had un- 
folded its azure petals before him, and dif- 
cloſed a circular ray of many colours, crown- 
ed wich a rich croſs; but; alas! theſe were no 


longer viſible, the flower was cloſed, and Ed- 


vin returned with diſappointment. The next 


day the reviving warmth of the ſun opened 
EH 2 ; : the 


* 


„ Jubenile A needotes, 
the paſſion flower again, but at night it was 
once more cloſely ſhut up. This unexpected 
change Jed our young naturaliſt to inſpett. 


other flowers, many of which he perceived 


cloſed up their petals at the approach of 


night, and by that means ſheltered the ten- 
der parts which contain the ſeeds from 
moiſture and cold; this, and other obſerva- 


tions of the like nature, induced him to; 


think that vegetables were endued with a 


kind of inſtinct, though of an inferior de - 
gree, as well as animals, and led him to 


conſider, that every part of nature is under 


the inſpection and guidance of that Al- 


mighty Power by which they were cre- 
ated. 


than is common for boys of his age. Mr. 
St. Barb, who was mentioned before, was- 


an intimate viſitor in the family, and parti. 


cularly attached to Edwin on account of the 


ſingularity of his character and diſpoſition ; 


very often he would condeſcend to become 


This thought occupied him fre- 
= quently, and rendered him more ſerious. 


the 


— 


„ arm”. Wo oP 


Fabio Fad: a 


the companion of his walks, and to adapt 


his converſation to his age, which was now 


about ten. Such fubjefts were introduced, 
and queſtions propoſed by this gentleman, 


as he thought likely to improve his under- 
ſtanding and promote a love of virtue. In 


one of theſe excurſions, they had been en- 
gaged on topics of a more ſerious nature 
than ordinary, which had unintentionally led 


them to ſpeak of the Deity, and of his ſu- 
perintending providence. In order to hear 
what reply Edwin was capable of making, 
Mr. St. Barb ſaid, I will give you an 


orange, if you can tell me where God is, 


Edwin looked thoughtful, was ſilent a few 
minutes, and then returned this extraordi- 


nary anſwer. Sir, I will give you two 


oranges, if you can tell me where he is not. 
No child, could have given ſuch a reply, 


who had not frequently meditated on the 
Vorks of creation, and perceived by his 
obſervations, that the hand of the all- wiſe 
Creator is viſible in every object which 
5 ; nature 
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10 Juvenile Anecdotes, 


preſents. Parents! be perſuaded, that the 
firſt and beſt volume of inſtruction, for your 


children, is that which is offered to their 


view in every green field; it is always open 
to them, and eaſy of acceſs, and will aſſur- 
edly repay their attention, by inſpiring an 
earl ly ſpirit of mY and been 


THE GOOD DAUGHTER. 
ITTLE Rachel was only eight years 


of age, when one morning, as ſhe was 
ſitting by the parlour fire, dreſſing her doll, 


ſhe was ſtartled by the entrance of three or 
four gruff-looking fellows, who burſt open 


the door in a very rude manner ; as ſoon as 
they came in, her mother turned pale and 


trembled; they enquired for her father, 
v hom they ſeized by the collar, the moment 


they found him. The terrified Rachel 


clung to her mother's knee, and endeavour- 


ed 


- burthen of bringing her up, by taking her 


Founded on Facts 11 


ed to hide herſelf under her apron; a very 
diſtreſſing ſcene followed, which the child 
did not underſtand ; but the firſt time ſhe 


was with her mother alone, the took the 


opportunity of enquiring what was the mat- 
ter, for ſhe plainly perceived that ſomething 
had happened which occaſioned great diſ- 
treſs in the family. Her mother, with tears 
in her eyes, told her, that they were ruin- 
ed; that her father had loſt all his money, 
and would be turned out of his houſe ; that 


thoſe men were bailiffs, whofe office it was 
to carry people to priſon, who could not 


pay what they owed. Rachel, though ſo 
very young, was able to comprehend, by 
this converſation, that her father was be- 
come poor, and-was very ſorry for his af- 
fliction: however, ſhe was ſoon amuſed with 
her baby-houſe and playthings, and forgot 


her grief for the preſent. A few days after- 


wards her aunt kindly came to make an offer 
of relieving her father and mother of the 


home 


1 Juvenile Anecdotes, 


IS 


home to hive with her. Their diſtreſſed cirs 
cumſtances would not ſuffer them to reje& 
this propoſal, though they felt great reluct- 
ance to part, with their darling child, 


When the time came for her to leave them, 
and the carriage was at the door, which 


was to convey her to her.aunt's, ſhe ran up 
to her father, and kiſſed him, and at the 
ſame time, ſliding a ſixpence into his hand, 


ſaid, my dear papa—do take this, it is all I 


have in the world. The innocent ſimplici- 
ty of the action, and the tenderneſs expreſſ- 


ed by it, overcame the fortitude of her pa- 
rents, who had reſolved to ſuppreſs their 
feelings at parting with her; they careſſed 
her by turns, and moiſtened her with tears, 


which they could no longer reſtrain. Ami- 
able child ! may the ſame ſenſibility and af- 


fection accompany thee through life; they 

| | will afford thee many pleaſures, which the 
ſelfiſh cannot know, though they may cauſe 
thee ſome tears, which the unfeeling may 
envy, ou can never enjoy. 


THE 


V 
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THE GRATEFUL SCHOOLFELLOW. 


ALEBEARING is an odious fault, and 
generally renders thoſe who are guilty 

of it not only diſliked, but deſpiſed. But 
there is a proper diſlinction to be made be- 
| tween the tattler, who repeats every inad- 
vertent action, with a malicious deſign to 
make miſchief ; and the boy of true cou- 
» rage, who dares appeal in an open manner 
to his maſter, at the riſk of being ſcoffed at 
by his companions for a tell-tale, when he 
ſees the weak oppreſſed by the ſtrong, and 
is unable to redreſs the injury. The four 
ſons of Mr. Milton were ſent to a large 
ſchool, in which were boys of all ages: it 
| frequently happens at ſuch ſchools, that the 
bigger boys impoſe. upon the younger ones, 
employing them in their errands, and mak- 
ing them, what they call fags; a treatment 
to which they are obliged to ſubmit, till 
they become old enough to aſſert their own 
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are likewiſe formed, which are maintained 
with a warmth of affection, and are produc- 
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diſpoſition united the Miltons in a cloſe 


the notice of Mr. and Mrs. Milton, from 
whom he bad received many teſtimonies of 


independence, and tyranniſe in their turn. 
In theſe numerous ſeminaries, friendſhips 


tive of inſtances of generoſity, worthy of a 
more advanced age. Similarity of taſte and 


intimacy with a boy of the name of Dan- 
vers; he might be ſaid to be of the middle | 
order, with reſpe& toage; he neither ranked 
with thoſe who were called little ones, nor 
did he preſume to conſider himſelf upon a 
par with the leaders of the ſchool. The 
partiality of their ſons introduced him to 


regard. With deſign togratify their children, 
eſpecially Roland, the youngeſt, who was 


particularly attached to Danvers, . they 
ſometimes invited him to paſs part of the 
holidays at their houſe ; on other occaſions, 
they would ſend him a rich cake, or in- 
creaſe his ſtock of pocket-money ” a pre- 
E ; e 
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| ſent; the heart of Danvers was too grate- 
ful not to feel the value of theſe favours, 
and he returned them, by the only means 
in his power, an increaſe of attachment 
towards their ſons. In every conteit he 
ſided with the Miltons, and fought many a 
battle in their defence; but one day he met 
with 'an antagoniſt, who was above his 
| match; as he was haſtily paſſing acroſs the 
play- ground, he was ſtopped by the cries of 
his young friend, Roland, ſuffering from 
the cruel behaviour of one of the great 
boys, who was hated as the tyrant of the 
ſchool. Danvers perceiving that his op- 
preſſor uſed him exceſſively ill, by beating, 
kicking, and ſhoving bim about, enquired 
what was the cauſe of ſuch treatment. 
What is that to you? replied Fletcher, mind 
your own buſineſs, or I will preſently teach 
you the conſequences of interfering in what 
does not concern you. Danvers expoſtulat- 
| ed, andendeavoured to convince him of the 
ee and meanneſs of tyranniſing over 
5 Ce . thoſe 
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thoſe who are unable to avenge themſelves, 
But it was in vain to argue with one, who 
was deaf to remonſtrance, and he was con- 
ſcious that he was no match in ſtrength 


with Fletcher, who was as powerful as he 


was cruel and ill natured; therefore he 
went directly to Dr. Stephenſon, his maſter, 
and related the tranſaction. The doctor 
ſent for Fletcher, and reprimanded him ſe- 


verely for fighting, but more eſpecially for 
his daſtardly conduct in beating a child of | 


ſix years of age; had you poſſeſſed true 
courage, continued-the doctor, you would 
have ſcorned to have abuſed an adverſary 
ſo unable to oppoſe you: retire to the 


ſchool- room till you have learnt a double 


portion of Latin verſe, to that Which I uſual- 


ly impoſe, for infringing the rule made 
againſt fighting. Fletcher withdrew with 
2 ſulky countenance, expreſſive of the re- 


venge he meditated, for his haughty ſpirit 
could not brook the mortification of being 


but 


pooh _ the We of- ner; * 
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but to undergo a double penance from the 
report of an inferior was inſufferable; he 
was, therefore, no ſooner releaſed, than he 
collected all the boys of his age and claſs, 
and related the affair to them in ſuch a light, 
as made Danvers appear like a mean tell- 
| tale, whom it was their common intereſt to 
| chaſtiſe. In conſequence of this miſrepre- 
| ſentation, they agreed to ſeize poor Danvers 


W the firſt opportunity, and ſatiate their re- 


venge upon him. Danvers ſuſtained their 


W blows with manly reſolution, calling out, 


| whilſt under their hands, I ſcorn to tell tales 
for my own ſake, however ill uſed I may 
be; but now I ſuffer in defenceof my friend, 
and for the gratitude I owe to my benefac- 
tors, Mr, and Mrs. Milton, therefore, you 

may beat me as much, and as long, # as you : 
pins 
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THE BLACK BOOK. 


» EWARDS for doing right, and pu- 
| niſhments for doing wrong, ſhould 
be diſtributed with great juſtice and impar- 
tiality, In different ſchools, there are dif- 
ferent modes of regulating the behaviour of . 
the pupils, according to the inclination of 
thoſe who govern them. A better plan can 
; ſcarcely be adopted than that of the ſchool 
where the Miltons went, whom I named in 
my laſt ftory. Dr. Stephenſon formed a 
code of laws, as they might properly be 
called, enjoining certain penalties, for cer- 

tain faults, which gave every boy an oppor- MW 
. tunity of knowing the conſequences of diſ- 
- obedience, before he committed the act; 
moſt of theſe penalties conſiſted in taſks to 
be learned by heart, for each of which a 
ſtated time was allowed; if theſe taſks were 
negletted to be learnt by the appointed day, 
an increaſe of puniſhment was incurred: 
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but, : as it was impollible, from the multipli- 
| city of offcnces, io remember the exact time, 
when every boy was guilty of a fault, ma- 
ny would doubtleſs bave eſcaped all pu- 


niſkment, who deſerved it as much as thoſe 


| who ſuffered, had there not been a- book 


kept, called the Impoſition Book, in which 


a daily account was entered of the offences 
committed, and of the taſks impoſed, by 
Which it was eaſy to aſcertain the time, 
Hg when each delinquent ought to be able to 
W repeat his talk. As an emblem of its me- 


lancholy office, this book was bound in 
black leather, and depoſited under lock and 
key, in Dr. Stephenſon's own deſk ; which 
was a neceſſary precaution, as he had pro- 
miſed, that if it ſhould everbeloſt or miſling, 
an act of grace ſhould follow, and all puniſh- 
ments which were due ſhould be forgiven: 


ſuch ſpecial care being taken for its preſerv- 


ation, there were but little hopes that this 
happy day could ever arrive, but ſometimes 
N . the 
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the very thing which is leaſt expefted hap. 
Pens, as was the caſe with this diſmal book. 

Charles Stephenſon was about eleven 
years old, and of the moſt amiable diſpoſi- 
tion ; his good temper, and deſire of ren- 
dering others happy, made him the dar- 
ling of the ſchool. Whatever indulgencies 
he was granted, whether cakes, fruit, or li- 
berty, his firſt care was to ſhare it with 
others; for he had no ſenſe of enjoyment 
which centered in himſelf. Dr. and Mrs, 
Stephenſon loved him with more than uſu- 
al affeftion, for which. they might be welt 
excuſed, fince his happy turn of mind en- 
deared him to all who knew him. This 
promiſing child fell ſick of a fever, the 
phyſicians pronounced him in great dane 
ger, and urged the neceſſity of his taking 
the medicines, which they had ordered, res 
gularly, as his recovery depended much 
upon it. Poor Charles was in an uncom- b 
een ſituation, his fomiach loathed the 


niceſt 
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ap. niceſt food, and the draught was very nau- 
k. ſeous ; his reſolution failed, and he refuſed 


to ſwallow it; his mother entreated him, 
and even wept at the bedſide, but without 
ſucceſs. After every effort had been vainly 
tried, his father was called. My dear 
Charles, ſaid he, I am ſenſible of the diffi- 


i- culty you feel to comply with my requeſt, 
ch but the medicine muſt be taken; name any 
it reward or indulgence which I can beſtow 
Ss 2 as the price of your compliance, and it ſhall 


be granted. Such an unlimited offer would 
| have tempted many boys to have procured 
| fome gratification for themſelves, but 
Charles Stephenſon, after a moment's re- 
flection, ſaid, give me the cup, and burn the 
Impoſition Book, and I will drink up the 
draught without heſitation, It had a happy 
effect, Charles recovered, and the firſt day 
that he was well enough to play among the 
boy s, the deſtruction of the black book was 
commemorated by a holiday, which all en- 
joyed, but none ſo R as he who 
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had procured this feſtivity, by preferring 
the happineſs of others to his own. 


THE FORE HORSE OF THE TEAM. 
8 children were at play, one 
fine ſummer's morning, in the pleaſure- 


grounds of Mr. Marehmont: one amule- 
ment ſucceeded another; they flew a kite, 


played at nine pins, ran races, and toſſed j 


balls; each ſport tired in its turn, and was 
followed by another, which was preferred 
chiefly on account of its novelty. After 
various propoſals, it was agreed to abandon 
their former diverſions, for drawing a large 
waggon, which belonged to the eldeſt ol 
Mr. Marchmont's ſons; the waggon was 
produced, and the harneſs adjuſted, but 
| when they came to pair themſelves for 
horſes, a diſpute aroſe, who ſhould be the 
tore horſe of the team: every one coveted 
MSL. 1 i 
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this eminent ſtation, one only could enjoy 
it : ſeveral ſchemes of accommodation were 
propoſed, all of which were for a time re- 
jected, for none was willing to yield this 
diſtinction to his companions. After much 


| perſuaſion, the little company conſented to 


enjoy the privilege by turns, and by this 


| condeſcenſion, good humour and harmony 
| were reſtored amongſt them. They were 
W almoſt ready to ſet off, before they perceiv- 
ed that Harry Wyndham had ſlid away in 
me ſu!ks, behind a laurel tree, in order to 
| eſcape obſervation. Upon drawing him 
| from his hiding place, and enquiring the 
| cauſe of his diſcontent, he declared that he 
| would not play at all, unleſs he were allow. 


ed to be the fore horle before any of the 
reſt. It could not be expected that thoſe 
who were older than he, would give up the 
ſuperiority of their claim to ſuch an unrea- 
ſonable requeſt ; expoſtulation was fruitleſs, 
he obſtinately adhered to his reſolution of 
being WT, or nothing, At TOP his play- 
fellows, 
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fellows, wearied with his perverſeneſs, lefe 
him in the quiet poſſeſſion of his retired 


corner, to reflect upon his own folly, whilſt 
they purſued their diverſion withall the glee 


that health, innocence, and cheerfulneſs in- 


ſpire. Inthe midſt of their ſport, Mr. March- 


mont came into the garden, and turned up 


the very walk, through which they were 


drawing the waggon. This happy party im- 
mediately attracted his obſervation. I am 
pleaſed to ſee you ſo agreeablyamuſed, faid he, 

but what have you done with Harry Wynd- 
ham ? Heis affronted, papa, replied Louis 
Marchmont, and as he would not yield to 
reaſon, we have left him by himſelf till he 


recover his temper, and is willing to play 


upon a par with the reſt. After having 


heard the tory, Mr. Marchmont approved 
their conduct: it will teach him a leſſon, 


ſaid he, which may be profitable to him the 


whole of his life; for ſhould he continue 
to covet the firſt place, and determine never 


to-acknowledge a ſuperior, he muſt be un- 
378 happy; 
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happy; ; for whatever may be the talents or 


good fortune of any man, his ſucceſs wall 


| be very extraordinary indeed, who ſurpaſſes 


all his competitors. 


THE LINNET. 


at play in a meadow, behind their fa- 
ther's houſe, they found a young linnet ly- 
ing on the ground; delighted with the 


treaſure, each of them was deſirous of 


claiming it; and a diſpute had like to have 
ariſen about the right of poſſeſſion; but 


as they were very affectionate towards one 


another, the conteſt was preſently ſettled, 


and the younger ones yielded up the prize 


by mutual conſent to their elder ſiſter, who 
took it in her hand, and ran in haſtily to 


| ſhew her mamma what they had found. 


Dear mamma, ſaid ſhe, re, 1 have got a 
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26 Juvenile Ancelotes, 
little bird, he lay upon the graſs, gaſping 


for breath, and as there was no one to take 
care of him, I took him up, and will-nurſe 
him with the tendereſt attention, and if I can 
but prevail with you to allow me to keep him, 
will make him as happy as if he were with 
his mother. I fear that is impoſſible, replied 
her mamma, but as I ſuppoſe he has acciden- 
tally dropped out of ſome neſt, and muſt 
be ſtarved, unleſs we take compaſſion on 
him, I ſhall break through wy general rule, 
againſt keeping birds in a ſtate of confine- 
ment, and conſent to your requeſt, upon 
condition, that you do not torment him 
from a falſe idea of kindneſs, but ſuffer him 
to be managed properly, without meddling 
with him too often. Myra promiſed to 
comply with her mamma's directions in 
every particular. She was now ordered to 
alk one of the ſervants to ſeek for a cage to 
put him in. Here is a cage, mamma, ſaid 
Myra, but the bottom is too hard for my 
poor bird to lie upon. What can I con- 
. trive 
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| trive to put in the inſide, that ſhall be ſoft 
like his neſt, There is hay in the ſtable, 
cried her brother, I will fetch ſome, if you 
pleaſe. Hay is too harſh; you do not con- 
| ſider, that the inſide of a bird's-neſt is as 


| ſoft as down. My dear Emily, ſaid ſhe to 


her ſiſter, go and gather ſome moſs from off 
the bank at the bottom of the garden; I 
think we could make a neſt with that, and 
| line it with feathers out of the poultry yard. 
It requires more art than you imagine, ſaid 
her mother, to make a bird's neſt; the great- 
eſt ingenuity cannot imitate the works of 


theſe little architects; beſides every kind of 


bird chuſes materials of a different ſort, and 
as I do not know what linnets uſe, we will 
put a mall box into the cage, filled with 


cotton, which will be both ſoft and warm, 


and can eaſily be changed as often as there 
is: occaſion for a clean bed. The box and 
the cotton were ſoon procured, and the 
bird lodged in it as comfortably as he could 
be in a habitation, ſo ſtrange to him. The 

D 2 next 
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next care was to provide him with food, 
which would be agreeable to his taſte and 


nature. Several things were propoſed and 


rejedted; at laſt it was determined to mix 


hs...” 


bread and milk with ſome bruiſed hemp- 


ſeed, as the beſt ſuſtenance they could give 


him. Something more was till wanting; 


the bird was ſo young, that he was not able 
to feed himſelf, and Myra was at a loſs how 


to put the victuals into his mouth. Her 
mamma relieved her from this difficulty, by 
inſtrudiing her to feed him with a quill. 


This tender- hearted child, having ſupplied 


her little neſtling with every neceſſaryß, 


which ſhe thought he could poſſibly want, 


rejoiced in the thought of his being perfect- 
ly happy, and looked upon him as a kind 


of companion that would repay her atten- 


tion, by his fond attachment. But after ſhe 


had fed him, and left him, as ſhe thought, to 
enjoy a peaceful lumber, how bitterly was 


ſhe diſappointed, to hear him continue to 
chirp or cry as in the utmoſt diſtreſs. What 


can 
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can be the matter with him ? mamma, 
ſaid ſhe; he has got a nice ſoft bed to keep 
him warm, and he ate his bread and milk as 
if he reliſhed it. Perhaps I did not give him 
enough to ſatisfy his hunger; pray, take the 
cage down, and let me feed him again, for I 
cannot bear to hear his cries. It is far more 
likely, replied her mamma, that he finds 
himſelf in an uncomfortable ſituation, 
though you have done ſo much to make 
him eaſy. The cotton that forms his bed 
may be as ſoft as the inſide of his neſt, but 
he miſſes the wing of his mother, which 
uſed to cover him, and her tender ſoothings 
which lulled him to reſt. The food that 
he has eaten, though the beſt that you can 
_ him, 1s nevertheleſs different from 
that which his fond parent uſed to collect, 
and ſoften for him in her mouth. Myra 
ſighed, and began to fear ſhe could never 
make him happy. However, ſhe was de- 
ſirous of trying once more, and for that 
Purpoſe entreated permiſſion to take him 
. | „„ out 
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of the cage, and lull him in her boſom. 
Her requeſt was granted, but all her en- 
deavours were ineffectual to appeaſe his 
complaints: his inarticulate language de- 
noted miſery, which her utmoſt tenderneſs 
could not remove. Unable to ſupport the 
ſight of his ſufferings, without the power of 
relieving them, after having tried every 
means that her imagination could ſuggeſt, 
her wiſh to ſee her favourite happy, over- 
came her reluctance to part with him. She 
deſired that the gardener might go along 
with her to the ſpot where ſhe had found 


the liule ſufferer, and if the neſt could be 
diſcovered, return him to his mother, who 


alone was capable of reſtoring him to health 


and eee This deſign met with her 

mamma's approbation, and ſhe received 
many commendations from her, for her 

readineſs to give up her own inclination, in 


order to procure happineſs for her bird; 


encouraged by theſe praiſes, ſhe proceeded 


with the cage in her hand, accompanied by 
e | 2 = no 
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Her brother and ſiſter, and the gardener, to 
che place, where ſo lately the acquiſition of 
this bird had given her ſuch great delight ; 
but which ſhe was now going to reſign, 
from the motive of enjoying a different 
kind of pleaſure, though not leſs grateful, 
Which proceeds from rendering others hap» 
PY. She ſearched for the neſt with eager 
eye, though unſucceſsfully, both in the 
hedge, and amongſt the branches of ſome 


trees which prew near, when Emily called 


out, I have found it; but oh! a ravenous cat 
has pulled it to pieces! it lies ſcattered here in 
the graſs, mingled with the feathers, and 
bones of the other birds, which ſhe has de- 
ſtroyed. Whilſt they were lamenting over 
theſe fragments, Thomas, the gardener, ob- 
ſerved an old bird perched upon a neigh- 
bouring tree, making a mournful noiſe, ex- 
preſſive of grief. Upon farther examina- 
tion, he had no doubt but that this was the 


hapleſs mother, who had been thus unfortu- 


nately bereaved of her young. He adviſed 
Pe. | the 


=. - 


32 Juvenile Anecdotes, 
| the children to ſuffer him to tie the cage to 
| one of the arms of the tree, upon which 
|| - the old one was ſitting, and to conceal 
| themſelves behind a buſh, that they might 
watch her motions unperceived. They 
conſented to his propoſal, and in about a 
quarter of an hour, they had the inexpreſ- 
| fible pleaſure of ſeeing her liſten to the 
9 cries of the young bird; by degrees ſhe ap- 
| proached towards the cage, and at length 
|||  Hoveredon the top of it, clapping her wings. 
| for Joy. After a few moments of tranſport, 
in which ſhe was confirmed that the inha- 
bitant of this wiry houſe was her own loſt 
little one, ſhe flew with wonderful ſwift- | 
neſs in ſearch of food for a regale, and 
ſnapping at a fly, which was ſporting in 
the ſun, returned with it in her mouth, and 
gaave it to her young one, who was gaping 
for ſome precious morſel from her well- 
| known beak. The plaintive notes of both 
| the mother-bird and her neſtling ceaſed, 
| N her ſorrows for the loſs of the reſt of her 
| | brood, 
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ing reſtored to her; whilſt he, ſatisfied with 
the wholeſome meal ſhe had brought him, 
and rejoicing at being once more under her 
protection, ſunk into peaceful repoſe. The 
old bird repeated her viſits to the cage many 
times every day, the little one throve upon 
the nouriſhment ſhe found abroad, and by 
the conſtant attention of the children, who 
were allowed to' clean his cage, and hang 
it out every morning, he grew up extreme- 
ly tame, would perch upon their fingers, 


and eat out of their hands. When he was 
old enough to feed himſelf, his mother gra- 


dually abandoned him, and buſied herſelf 


in building another neſt for the reception 


of a future family. He became more and 
more attached to the little girls, and fre- 
quently rewarded their kindneſs with a me- 


lodious ſong. He lived with them ſeveral 


years in the poſſeſſion of every comfort that 
a bird confined in a cage can enjoy. He was 
inde ed inſenſible of the [pleaſures of free- 


brood, were ſoothed by the joy of one be- 


— 
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dom, having never known them, therefore 


could ſuffer no regret for the want of them ; 
and as he had not been uſed to ſeek his own 


living, would have been ſtarved, had he been 


turned out of doors; but it is far otherwiſe 
with thoſe birds, which are caught when 


full grown, they repine for the loſs of li- 
berty, and the company of their mates, 


which makes it a cruelty to confine them, 


as we have no right to torment the meaneſt 
ereature for mere amuſement, but ſhould 
make it our conſtant aim to do oP kind 


_ to all ound us. 
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w 1 8 H 1 were Bob. = little Ars: 


. Laa ſighing as he ſat in the parlour 
e watching for his papa's return. 


Who do you wiſh to be, my dear, ſaid his 
aunt, who was buſied with ſome employ- 
| . | ment 
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ment at the farther end of the room; I do 
not know who Bob is, but I think that you 
could not be happier for exchanging with 
any perſon. You have every thing a little 
boy can want, and as you are generally 
good-tempered and docile, you enjoy the 
love of all who know you, and what can 
you deſire more, than to have your wants 
ſupplied, and to be the darling of the fami- 
ly ? Indeed, my dear aunt, I am quite con- 
tented with what I have, and like being 
with you; but ſtill I wiſh I were Bob, be- 
cauſe I have not feen my papa theſe three 
days, and he has been with him all. the 
while. I love you dearly, but I cannot help 
loving papa better: whenever papa goes out, 
Bob always goes with him, when I am 
obliged to ſtay at home ; therefore, I wiſh 
I were Bob, that I might go too. I cannot 
think who this Bob can be, that you envy 
ſo much, replied his aunt; but make yours 
| ſelf eaſy, your papa will ſoon be here, and 
then you may have the pleaſure of his compa- 

ITE 1 ü ny 
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ny as you are; for no alteration can make 
you dearer to him, nothing can be more en- 
gaging in his eyes, than bis o ſmiling Ar- 
thur. Bob is the name of my papa's horſe, 
faid the child, and you know, aunt, that he 
is often with him, when I am a great way 
off; therefore you cannot be ſurpriſed that 
I with to be in his place. There is nothing 
wonderful, anſwered his aunt, in your de- 
. fireto be with your papa, and to go abroad 
with him; but ſurely you never confidered 
the difference between a boy and a horſe, 
when you wiſhed to make this exchange 
with Bob. I never thought about any thing, 
replied he, but my papa; and it ſeems ſuch 
a long long while ſince I have ſeen him, that 
I am afraid he has forgotten me, and will not 
come back any more. , You may lay aſide 
your fears upon that ſubje&t, my dear, ſaid 
his aunt, you may be aſſured that your fa- 
ther is equally unwilling to be abſent from 
you, but he has many things to engage his 
time, beſides amuſing himſelf wich you. 
© His 
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His buſineſs would be neglected, if he did 
not ſometimes attend it, and then he woald 
have no money to purchaſe clothes and vic- 
tuals for you, neither would he be able to 


pay for your going to ſchool; and if you 


were not taught, you would grow up in ig- 
norance, and be hardly fo good as Bob ; for 


he knows how to perform his duty; but 4 
perſon without inſtruQion is incapable of 
being uſeful to himſelf or others. Whilſt 


they were earneſt in this converſation, the 
ſound of wheels rolling at a little diſtance, 
gave notice of the approach of a carriage. 


Arthur liſtened for a moment. Oh, there 


he is! ſaid he, without waiting till the chaiſe 
came in ſight: I know it is my dear papa, 


may not I run out to meet him? Before 
| his aunt could reply to his queſtion, he was 
at the gate of the court yard, his eyes 
ſparkling with joy, and his cheeks fluthed 


with a brighter red than uſual. How 
glad 1 am to ſee you come home again, pa- 
pa! I thought that you were gone quite 


Vol. H. E - away, 
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away, and had forgotten pcor Arthur. « 1 


am ſorry I have been obliged to ſtay ſo long; 
but I can never forget a boy who is good, 
ſaid his father: come with me into the 


| houſe; let me hear from your aunt, whether | 


you. deſerve a good character, and if ſhe 
give me ſuch: an account of your behaviour 
in my abſence, as I ſhall approve, you ſhall 
receive a token of my remembrance to-mor-= 
row, which 1 have ordered to be ſent 
down from London.“ His aunt was well 


pleaſed to have nothing to allege, which 


could prevent the arrival of a handſome 
rocking-horſe the next day. It was of a 
bright bay colour, and had a black mane 
and tail, and in honour of his father's horſe, 
received the name of Bob. A more ac- 
ceptable preſent could not havebeen choſen. 

During the firſt week, Arthur was al- 
moſt always on. horſeback; ina little while 


he rode leſs; . but his rocking-horſe, Bob, 


continued to be a favourite payihinge 
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THE PLUM-CAKE. 


HILDREN mould be accuſtomed, 


when young, t to temperance in eating 
and drinking; by which is meant, ſuch a 


7 command over the appetite, as not to eat 


more at a time than they want, even though 


that which is before them 1 is ever ſo nice. 


A habit of moderation will render it eaſy 


to forbear, when they fee fine fruit, paſtry, 


or other things, which they like, but have 
not the liberty to taſte, A little boy, whom 


1 formerly knew, was ſo completely exer- 
ciſed in this forbearance, that his father 
uſed frequently to ſend him alone into gar- 
dens, that abounded in grapes, peaches, 


nefarines, and every other delicious fruit 
that the different ſeaſons produce ; but he 
never could diſcover that he made an im- 


proper uſe of theſe opportunities, by 


meddling with any of them; though the 
je down of the e peach, and the 
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rich purple cluſters of the vine, might have 

tempted any child to have gathered them. 
It was highly honourable to him to reſiſt 

ſuch temptations ; but it was cruelty to 


expoſe him to ſo dificult a ſituation. 


Few children haye their virtue put to 


ſuch ſevere trials; it is, therefore, leſs ex- 


cuſable, if they cannot ſee a plate of ap- 
ples or plums without touching them, or 


aſking to partake of them before the reſt of 
the company are ſerved. Every poſſible 


diſcouragement Wanda be ſhewn to thi 


glace. 3s means of preventing ſelbpels 


and the commiſſion of other faults, which 
generally attend an ungovernable deſire of 
indulgence, . Maria was a good, little girl 


given way to this propenſity, till ſhe was 
no longer able to reſtrain berſelf, when any 


ching came in her way that looked tempt. 


. palled a paſtry-cook's ſhop, as ſhe went to 
ſchool, where the window was filled with 
a great 


5 5 


in other reſpefts, but had unfortunately 
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a great variety of tarts, cakes, and ſweet- 
meats, arranged in the beſt taſte. She al- 
ways looked with a longing eye at this ſhop, 
when ſhe had no money in ber pocket; but 
when her purſe was full, ſhe ſeldom failed 
to indulge herſelf with an aſſortment %of 
buns, puffs, and preſerves. One morning, 
as ſhe was going by as uſual, ſhe happened 
to caſt a look upon a ſmall plum-cake, 
froſted over with ſugar againſt twelfth-day, 
and decorated with a medallion of the 
Queen, ſurrounded with a wreath of leaves, 


made of paſtes of different colours ; ſhe de- 


termined. at once to purchaſe it, and felt in 
her pocket for the money to pay for it ; 
but to her great mortification, ſhe found her 
purſe empty, having ſpentevery farthing the 
day before in medlars and cheſnuts. She 
proceeded to ſchool with a ſlow pace, and a 
heavy heart ; ſhe could not forget this beau- 
tiful plum-cake, the whole morning. She 
contrived many ſchemes to gain poſſeſſion 
wah ir, but none of them were without objec- 

DAT * 3 "© Can.” 
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i, - tions. One of her ſchoolfellows offered to 
5 lend her the ſum ſhe wanted; but ſhe was 
HE afraid to accept, her kindneſs, leſt her mo- 
. cher ſhould know it, who, had charged her 
dricthy never to borrow money. She was 
onge greatly inclined. to have ſold ſome 
188i trinkets that had been given to her, to ſome 
. of her companions ; but, on further con- 
3 1188 ſideration, ſhe was deterred from this expe- 
dient likewiſe, by a fear of diſcovery, None 
of her taſks was performed properly, her 
mind having been. entirely taken up with 
different projects during the hours of IM - 
. ſchool; but as they had all failed, ſne had 
determined to give up any further thoughts 
ol attaining this much · coveted cake; or at 
leaſt to content herſelf till a futare oppor- 
- tunity ſhould, be more favourable to her 
wiſhes, In this prudent determination, ſhe 
ſet out on her return home; but, no ſooner 
had ſhe turned her eyes again upon this ſe · 
. ducing cake, than all her reſolution forſook 
her, and the ats had . off the paſtry cogk's 


1 1 We, 


will accept of this cake, ſhe. is welcome ta 
„ - - „„ 
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window, hid it under her cloak, and walk- 
ed off as faſt as ſhe could, The inſtant ſhe 


was out of reach of detection, her con- 


ſcience reproached her moſt bitterly for 
what ſhe had done: ſhe. wiſhed that ſhe 


had never ſeen this fatal cake, which was 
no become as odious to her, as it had be- 
fore heen deſirable; ſhe. was frightened to 
think of the fault ſhe had committed, and 


ſo far from having an inclination to eat of 
this ſtolen. dainty, ſhe only thought how ſhe 


could get rid of it. Whilſt ſuffering under 5 


theſe painful ſenſations, ſhe met a beggar- 


woman, leading a pretty girl by the hand: 
it ſtruck her immediately, that the beſt 
atonement ſhe could make, both for her 
greedineſs, and taking that which belonged 
to another, was to give the cake, that had 

coll. her, ſo dear, io this. hungry child, wha 
had eaten nothing that day; ſo, when the 


woman. aſked charity, ſhe replied; I have no 
money to give, you, but if your little. girl 
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it. The child curtſied, and received the pre- 
ſent joyfully, for ſhe had never regaled ſo 
deliciouſly before. What a good young 
lady you are! ſaid the woman, to part with 
ſuch a nice plum-cake, to a poor child ! 
who, I aſſure you, is very hungry, for ſhe 
has taſted nothing ſince laſt night; may 


Heaven reward you for your generoſity. 


Maria's cheeks were covered with bluſhes 
of ſhame; ſhe had no power of utterance 
to make an anſwer, her riſing tears almoſt 
choked her, and ſhe ſlipped haſtily away 
from the woman, who thought her too mo- 
deſt to liſten to her own praiſes, Her miſ- 
conduct had deſtroyed her peace of mind, 


home was rendered miſerable, and the pre- : 
ſence of her mother inſupportable. It was 


a half holyday, but her zeſt for play was 
loſt. Though ſhe endeavoured to diſguiſe 
her uneaſineſs, the want of her uſual viva- 


city, could not eſcape the penettating eye 
of her tender mother. How pale you look 85 


N WY 3 ſurely ſomething ails you; 
; | | I have 5 
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I have got a bad head-ach, mamma, anſwer. 
ed Maria, which was really true; for the 
- anguiſh of her mind had made her ill. She 
{lid out of the room, to avoid farther notice, 
and retired to her apartment, thinking that 
ſhe ſhould be more ſecure from examina- 


tion; but, happineſs could not be regained by 


ſolitude; it was impoſſible to run away from 
herſelf, who was her moſt ſevere monitor. 


In this tormenting ſituation, ſhe continued | 
for ſeveral hours, hoping to have concealed 


her fault from the knowledge of every one; 
but at length the ſecret became unbearable ; 


ſhe watched an opportunity, when her mo- 


ther was alone, to communicate the whole 
affair to her, and with tears and ſobs, entreat- 
ed forgiveneſs. © By one vicious inclination, 
vou have been led into a great error, indeed, 
my dear, ſaid her mother; but, if you make 


proper reflections upon what has happened, 
it may prove a very fortunate circumſtance 


in forming your future character, as it ſhews 
you, more forcibly than any obſervations I 


can 
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dan make, the neceſlity of checking the | 


firſt flep towards evil; for it is impoſſible for 
us to forſee to what lengths it may lead us. 
But, Maria, do not miſtake your giving 


away this ſtolen cake for an act of benevo- 
Hence; you did not part with it, till you 
were afraid to keep it; beſides, we have no 


right to give that away, even in charity, 
which 1s the property of another. | You 
would have done better to have reſtored 
it to 'its owner, had. you had courage to 


have done ſo; but as it is the proper re- 
paration for your fault, however, humiliat- | 
ing, I will go along with you, and pay 


ihe man for the cake. When he hears of 


your contrition, as he is a perſon of good 


ſenſe, he will not only forgive, but eſteem 
you for the concern you have ſhewn on this 
occaſion,” * Mamma, ſaid Maria, I ſubmit 
to your judgment; but 1 ſhould prefer liv- 
ing on bread and water for three days, ra- 
ther than undergo this puniſhment.” *Juſtice 


requires ſuch an atonement, replied her 


5 ; 1 8 mother, 
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| poſition to greedineſa by this incident. 
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mother, the more willingly, you comply, the 
ſooner you will be reſtored to your own 
eſteem.” Maria obeyed without further op- 
poſition, and was perfectly cured of her diſ- 


TRE SPOILED CHILDREN. 


HE all-wiſe Creator, who has formed 
every thing according to the laws of 
the moſt perfect harmony, has ordained, 


that the helpleſs condition of young animals 


ſhal! be guarded by” the tender affection 


| which he has implanted i in the boſoms of 


their parents. The eider duck, which is 
found on the ſhores of the Baltic, robs her 


on breaſt of the down, to form a ſoft bed 


for her infant progeny, as a defence againſt 
the cold of the bleak north wind, which 
blows over mountains of ice, towards the 
country where The builds her neſt, The 

birds 
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birds of the tropical regions, where huge 
ſerpents abound, will ſport in the ſight of 
this terrible adverſary, to protect their neſt - 
lings from his devouring Jaws, and fre- 
quently approach ſo neat him, as to become 
his prey, whilſt they Tony. 1 in ſafety out of 
his reach. 

Children are born more helpleſs and de- 
pendant than animals; the love of their pa- 


rents is alſo more powerful and reaſonable 
chan that of any other creature. The inno- 


cent countenance of the new-born babe 
moves its mother to compaſſion, and en- 
courages her to undertake the fatiguing 


taſk of nurſing it night and day; as it. grows 


older, its ſmiles engage her to continue her 
care; in two or three years, its prattling 
tongue endears it ſtill more to her maternal 


attention; ſhe watches over the firſl openings 
of its mind, and uſes every effort to inſtruct 
it in ſentiments of virtue. But what blame 


do thoſe parents incur, who, inſtead of ap- 


plying this principle of affection, given them 


for 
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for the preſervation and improvement of 


their offspring, to its proper end, pervert it 


into a means of rendering them inſupport- 


able to their acquaintance, and unhappy in 
themſelves, by pernicious indulgence? Na- 
ture has impreſſed the character of loveli- 


neſs on youth, offenſive behaviour only can 


convert it into diſguſt ;* for not only thoſe 


who are parents, but others are generally 


fond of the engaging company of children 


2nd young perſons, when their manners are 
amiable, and their diſpoſitions gentle; the 


contrary character moſtly ariſes from miſma- 


nagement, as is ſhewn by the following 
| incident. D 
| Mr. Evelyn, though an old bachelor, 

is the favourite of every young circle _ 


meets; he has a pocket full of ginger- 
bread for the little ones, and an enigma, 
or a ſtory, for thoſe who are older; he is 
never happier, than in joining in Chriſtmas 
gambols; and loves above all things to 


make one at blindman's buff, or battle 


dar and ſhuttle· cock. As ſoon as he enters 
. F a houſe 
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a houſe where there are children, they flock 
round his knee, impatient to receive ſome 
token of his favour. This gentleman ac- 
| cepted an invitation, to dinner, a few weeks 
ago from an old friend, with whom he had 
formerly been intimate, but had not viſited 
ſince his marriage. As he knew that he had 
ſeveral children, and wiſhed to render him- 
ſelf acceptable to them, he provided a few 
trifles, as new year's gifts, being about that 
ſeaſon : for the eldeſt boy, who was turned 
eight years old, he bought a pretty pocket- 
book and a pencil; an enamelled thimble 
was intended for bis ſiſter, who was two 
years younger ; and a humming top for the 
_ youngeſt, who ſtill wore petticoats. Thus 
prepared to pleaſe others, he ſet out with 
the full expectation of being pleaſed in his 
turn ; but the benevolence of his mind 
was wounded by a mortifying diſappoint- 
ment, that he had not been able to foreſee. 

He had no ſooner rung at the bell, than 
| Rhodolph, the eldeſt, whoſe curioſity was 


excited 
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excited by the appearance of a ſtranger, 
ran out to the gate, with a whip i in his hand, 

which he immediately exerciſed upon he 
hind legs of Mr. Evelyn's horſe. The crea- 
ture, being mettleſome, began to prance, 
and in a few moments would moſt probably 
have thrown his rider, or kicked the naugh- 
ty boy, who ſtood at his heels, had not Mr. 
Beaumont, his father, come out juſt in time 
toprevent the miſchief. This circumſtance, 
at his entrance, diſconcerted Mr. Evelyn, 
but he attributed the action to the inconſi- 
deration of achild,and would have forgotten 


it preſently, had he not obſerved Rhodolph 


laugh, when his father reproved him, and 


run away into the garden, regardleſs of his 


admonitions. He had ſcarcely been intro- 
duced to Mrs. Beaumont, and ſeated him- 
ſelf by the fire, when Lucretia entered the. 
room. The gracefulneſs of her form, and the 
beauty of her countenance attrafled his ad- 


miration, whilſt the diſorder of her dreſs 
| FAT his ſurpriſe. She had on a fine 
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muſlin frock, which appeared clean in every 
part, except being drenched in muddy wa- 
ter, as high as her knees. © Where can you 
have been, child, ſaid Mrs. Beaumont, ta 


make yourſelf in ſuch a condition?“ 1 


choſe to go with Robert, the groom, int» 
the ſtable- yard, replied ſhe, to gather up 
ſome ſtones that lay by the fide of the 
pond. Nurſe was ſo croſs, that ſhe forbad 


me to go down ſtairs, till you ſent for me 
into the parlour; but I do not mind her, 


ſo I watched for an opportunity when ſhe 


was buly, and flipped away, and ſhe will 


wonder what 1s hecome of me.” 45 Fiel ſaid 
her mamma, you have behaved very im- 


properly; you mult go to nurſe, and be 


dreſſed again, or you cannot appear in com- 


| pany.” Lucretia murmured, and was ſo 


long in obeying. her mother's commands, 


that ſhe prevented any converſation be- 


tween Mr. and Mrs. Beaumont and their 
gueſt, before dinner. which was "oy loon 


| ſerved up. 


EXE 
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From the ſpecimen be had already ſeen 


of theſe children, Mr. Evelyn apprehended 


that their repaſt would be diſturbed by their 
ill manners. This conjecture was but too 


well founded. They were both impatient 
to be the firſt ſerved at table, but neither of 
them was ſatisfied, though they were in- 
dulged in this abſurd requeſt ; they fancied 


that they ſhould like ſome other diſh better 
than that which had been given them; their 
plates were therefore changed, and they 
were again ſerved according to their deſire; 


but even this compliance was not ſufficient 
to produce peace. Lucretia declared, that 
her brother's portion was larger than hers, 
and that ſhe would not touch a morſel, 


unleſs her mamma would give her a piece 
more. This requeſt was likewiſe granted; 


but after a few mouthfuls; ſhe eſpied a 


minced pie upon the ſide: board, her knife 


and fork were laid acroſs, ſhe could eat 
no more meat, though juſt before ſhe: was 
| Oe" to have her plate heaped h with 
12 Þ 3 h her 
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5 her brother's. Mrs. Beaumont was ſo 
much confuſed, that ſhe could eat no din-. 
N ner; her huſband frowned with diſplea- 
4 ſure, but neither of them had reſolution to 
j li ſend theſe troubleſome children away. 
5 At length the cloth was removed, and the 
deſſert placed upon the table. As the temp- 
tation increaſed, ſo their rudeneſs became 
more intolerable; they helped themſelves to 
apples, pears, oranges, and cheſnuts, with- 
out limitation; they quarrelled, ſipped out 
of all the wine glaſſes, and were ſo loud 
and boiſterous, that Mr. Evelyn did not 
attempt to converſe. After ſome time, little 
Frederic made his appearance; this cauſed 
ſtill greater confuſion; he wanted every 
thing he ſaw, and his brother and ſiſſer 
would let him have nothing. Mr. Evelyn. 
who was a man of penetration, obſetrved. 
with, deep concern, the diſpoſition. of the- 
unhappy children, whoſe faults he attribute 
to the miſtaken fondneſs of their deludec 
parents. He took early leave of: hi 
1 8 „ 
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fo friends, rejoiced to be releaſed from ſuch 
in- diſagreeable ſcenes; and comparing the 
painful ſenſations of that day, with the 
| pleaſure he: moſtly enjoyed in the company 

of litele boys and girls; he was convinced, 
that nothing but naughtineſs could render 
their ſociety unpleaſant. He reſerved his 
preſents for three children, belonging to a 
widow: lady, with whom he paſſed! his 
evening, who were the very: reverſe: of 
Rhodolph, Lucretia, and Frederic. Order, 
harmony, and cheerfulneſs, prevailed among 
them, and made him ſome amends for the 
diſappointment of the day. Vouth is the 
ſeaſon of innocence and lovelineſs; let it 
never be forgotten, that nothing can de- 
prive children of theſe endearing qualities, 
but ill manners and ill humour; which, 
like a poiſoned maſk; that ſhrivels the moſt 
graceful features, convert beauty imo de- 
formity, and render that odious; which na- 
ture 1 to 3 | 
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PICTURE AND NO ef ger 


Abos of i ay diſtinguiſhed. 
Ferdinand from his companions; when 
a very little boy, he would liſten to an en- 
tertaining ſtory, rather than join his bro- 
thers and ſiſters in play. As he grew 
older, his fondneſs for books increaſed, 
eſpecially for ſuch as contained narratives 


intereſting to his curioſity. He would pals 


long winter evenings in reading Robin- 


ſon Cruſoe, till he longed to have made a 
third with him and his man Friday; tra- 
vels and voyages being filled with objects 
of novelty. and wonder, next attraded his 


attention. During the hours of recreation, 
he read the works of thoſe travel! ers who 
have given the beſt deſcriptions of all the 
known countries in the world; he acquired 


a ſtore of knowledge, almoſt impercepti- 
bly, that prepared him to purſue the ſtudy | 
of hiſtory to great advantage, when he 

was. 
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was of an age to underſtand it, He was 
converſant with the different aſpects of the 
various climates, and could relate the cuſ- 
toms of the Laplanders, or the Chineſe, 
with equal readineſs. Far from being ſa- 
tisfied with what he knew, his appetite for 
further gratification grew keener, and as 
foon as he had finiſhed one book, he was 
in ſearch of another, that ſhould furniſh 
new amuſement. But im the choice of his 
books, one thing always decided his pre- 
ference; which was the number of pictures 


= that adorned them; for he loved to ſee a 


repreſentation of what was defcribed, as it 
gave him a clerer idea of it. Whilſt books 


and prints held the firft place in his favour, 


his grandmamma invited him to ſpend 
Chriftmas-day with her: a numerous group 
of his couſins and acquaintance were af. 
fembled on the occaſion ; the day paſſed in 
all the feſtivity that youth, innocence, and 
vivacity could produce. Joy and harmony 
enlivened every countenance, and rejoiced 
| he - 
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the heart of the good old lady, who always 
ſhared the mirth of theſe harmleſs frolics. 

When the paſtimes of the day drew near 
to a concluſion, and the hour of ſeparation 
approached, the young party was ſummoned 
into the dining-room, to partake of an en- 
tertainment, prepared for their refreſhment, 
before their departure. They were much 
ſurpriſed, at their entrance, to obſerve two 
tables ſet out, one of which was covered 
with a light ſupper, decorated with artifi- 
cial flowers, ſweetmeats, and devices in 
paſtry. Upon the other, were arranged, in 
lots, work- bags, pencils, ſilver-pens, and 
trinkets, occaſionally intermixed with a few 
books, neatly bound. The benevolent 
Mrs. - Lawrence, addreſſing. her happy 
gueſts, ſaid, I requeſt your attention to 
the collection you will find upon the table 
on the left hand, before you take your ſeats 
for ſupper. Your different- taſtes. have 
been conſulted, in the ſelection of my pre- 
i ſents, Let the young h ladies take the firſt 
choice 


Ll 
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choice, and the reſt follow according to 
ſeniority.” When it came to Ferdinand's 
turn, two books were preſented to him for 
preference; he opened them haſtily, and 
perceiving that one of them had an ele- 
gant frontiſpiece, and that the other had 
no pictures, he decided in favour of the 
former, without further examination of 
their contents. The time of his return 
| home ſo far exceeded that of the uſual hour 
of retirement to bed, that he had no oppor- 
tunity of looking into his book that night; 
but, as he remembered the figure of a lady, 
| obſerving the ſtars through a teleſcope, he 
| had no doubt but that it referred to ſome 
ſtory, from which he ſhould derive great 
entertainment. As ſoon as the break of 
day peeped through his window: ſhutters, 
he roſe, impatient _.to indulge. his curioſity 
of knowing what this book contained, and 
particularly eager to amuſe himſelf with _ 
| the hiſtory of the ſtudious lady, who was 
| fo attentively occupied in the contempla- 
tion 
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tion of the heavens. He dreſſed himſelf | 
haſtily, and ſat down by the parlour fire, | 
before the reſt of the family were awake, 
and began to turn over the leaves; but, to 
hisextremediſappointment, diſcovered that, 
inſtead of agreeable narratives, the volume 
conſiſted of a treatiſe on aſtronomy, a ſci. 
ence; which he did not underſtand; and 
that the female figure that had won his ad- 
miration, repreſented Philoſophy, diſco- 
vering the order of the planets, by the 
aſſiſtance of a teleſcope. The mortifica- 
tion he felt at the choice he had made, de- 
termined him to enquire of his couſin 
George, who had the book he left, whe- 
ther that was equally unintelligible and un- 
intereſting ; but what were his aſtoniſhment 
and vexation, when George told him that, 
though he had no picture, he poſſeſſed the 
pleaſing ſtory of Harry Sandford and 
Tommy Merton, Tears were ready to 
ſtart from his eyes, till his mother conſoled 
7 _ . aſſuring N notwithſtanding 
| be 
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ſelf he was deprived of preſent entertainment, 
ire, by ſuffering himſelf to be ſeduced by the 
ike, appearance of a pretty picture, he would 
, to have no reaſon to repent of the choice he 
hat, had made, as, when he was ſufficiently im- 
ame proved to learn the uſe of the globes, the 
ſci- contents- of his book would afford him 
and more ſolid pleaſure and inſtruction, than 
ad - ¶ the moſt amuſing tale that ever was invented. 
iſco. WY By degrees, his diſappointment was for. 
the gotten, but the circumſtance reminded him 
ifica- ever after, to value a book according to its 
de- own merit, rather than for its embelliſh- 
oulin WF ments. of plates, or binding. This rule 
whe preſerved him from making a falſe judg- 
d un- ment in future; for he often found that real 
ment excellence lies * under a Hao. 
that, cover... 

d the 

| and 

dy to 

aſoled 

nding Ee %%% 
n, on THE 


— 
— x — — — 


*s 

” A 6 ” * 2 7 = " ——— r >. 4 

Fo r ny SE RAIN REDS 

J//ö;ö·—:vꝛ m —: E 
W *. 1 TY 


— 
— 7 
ve 
4 9 > Mr TT TOW. 
— . 2 r 4 


— nyo bet — — — — —— -—— — 
* F 


* 


62 Juvenile Anecdotes. 


THE HOLYDAYS. 


M* Sparks bad a large ly; during 
the time of their vacations, when 
they were aſſembled at home, ſhe delighted 


to make it à ſeaſon of pleaſure and har- 


mony, by various ſchemes of innocent 
amuſement; but, as ſhe knew that a mix- 
ture of work and play was conducive to 
preſerve order, and maintain their ad- 
vancement in learning, ſhe accuſtomed 
them to apply an hour or two every morn- 
ing to ſomething uſeful. At the com- 


mencement of one of theſe leſſons, it hap- 


pened, that Edward Maſſey, the ſon of a 


neighbouring gentleman called to invite 
Enmilius to walk out with him, juſt as he 


had begun to tranſlate a ſtory into French. 
Though this boy was ſo much his inferior 
in age, that, at any other} time, he would 


have diſdained to have conſidered him as a 


eee and the Ang of a walk 
being 
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being merely accidental, there was no mo- 
tive to make it particularly deſirable; yet 


this trifling circumſtance was ſufficient to 


unſettle him from further application, or 


ſubmiſhon to his mother's orders. Upon 


ber refuſal, he pouted, rebelled, and pre- 


ſumed to argue upon the propriety of being 


required to write exerciſes during the holy- 


days. He pleaded, in favour of his opi- 


nion, that none of his ſchool-fellows were 


under any ſuch reſtraint, and that there- 
fore it was unreaſonable that he ſhould be 


obliged to ſubmit to it. Mrs. Sparks in- 
ſiſted upon his declining the invitation, 
and when Edward Maſſey was gone, con- 
deſcended to reply to his arguments, and 
to point out the advantages of a ſmall in- 
terval from inceſſant play, which always 


produces wearineſs, and frequently diſcon- 
tent; ſhe concluded by remarking, that her 


experience enabled her to decide what was 


beſt for her children, and that lhe was not 


to he e by the conduR of others, but 
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by the direction of her owt! judgment. 
From yielding to the firſt impreſſion of 
vexation, at being contradifted, he had 
worked himſelf up into ſach a fit of paſſion, 
as to forget the duty he owed his kind mo- 


ther, and the obligation of ſhewing a good 


example to his younger brothers, and gave 
vent to his anger in inſolent expreſſions. 
The ill effects of his miſconduR became vi- 
ſible in every one of the company, who were 
ſeated at the table; their buſineſs was at a 
ſtand, and each little heart was ready to 
join in the rebellion, Mrs. Sparkes im- 
mediately perceived the neceſſity of fepa- 
ration, leſt, inſtead of being compelled to 


the unpleaſant obligation of puniſhing one, 


ſhe ſhould have occafion to extend' her 
diſpleaſure to the whole group. She there- 
fore ordered him to leave the room, and 


retire to ſolitary confinement, till he re- 


covered the uſe of his reaſon, and became 


ſenſible that his behaviour had been un- 
dutiful, as well as unreaſonable, His ab- 


ſence 
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ſence reſtored order amongſt the reſt, whom 
he had nearly betrayed into a ſimilar error; 


they returned to their duty, and performed 


their ſeveral taſks cheerfully. When the 


leſſons were finiſhed, Mrs. Sparks, in order 


to ſhew that ſhe knew how to reward dili- 
gence, as well as to correct diſobedience, 
prepared herſelf to accompany the young 


party to take a walk; the morning was 
fine, and favoured their excurſion. She 


choſe that direction, which ſhe thought 
would be moſt agreeable: to her compa- 
nions; and to mark the diſtinction more ob- 
viouſly, between thoſe who had deſerved 
approbation, and thoſe who had forfeited 
it, ſhe contrived to lead them by the houſe 
of a confectioner, where ſhe treated them 


with cakes; one of the little boys began 
to wrap up part of his ſhare in a paper, 


with deſign to reſerve it for his brother. 


As ſoon as ſhe perceived it, ſhe told him, 


that ſhe approved his affection and gene- 
atk highly, yet, that in this inſtance, ſne 
) ( muſt 


| 
: 
| 
| 
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muſt prevent the accompliſhment of his 
amiable intention; for as Emiltus- was ſuf. 


fering under her diſpleaſure, ſhe could not 
allow him to receive ſuch an indulgence. 


„% Mamma, replied: the little one, I 


hope he will ſoon be good; may not I lay 


it by till he has aſked your forgiveneſs, 
and we are all happy again? Tour re- 
queſt ſhews ſo ſweet a diſpoſition, that I 


cannot refuſe it, on theſe conditions; but 
you muſt obſerve to keep the matter a ſe- 
cret; till he is reſtored to my favour.“ The 


kind-hearted; little fellow put the cake care 


fully into his pocket; and they having eaten 


as many ſweet things as their mother 
thought proper for them, proceeded: to- 
wards home. Emilius remained in his 
chamber till dinner time, when he defired 
one of the ſervants to enquire whether he 


might come down into the parlour. This 
petition was granted, but as he had made 
no conceſſions, ſhe treated him with ex» 
bade coolneſs, and avoided n 
him 


ES, TH Sai op ons 
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him more than was abſolutely neceſſary. 
So great was his perverſeneſs, that he en- 


dleavoured to appear unconcerned, though 


he was too uneaſy to eat his dinner with 
his uſual appetite. He was ineapable of 
enjoyment the whole afternoon; neither 
reading nor play could amuſe him. He 
took up a book, that he might appear to 
be employed, but he forgot the beginning 
of the ſtory, before hie reached the endlof 


it; for all his thoughts were engaged upon 


the means of reconciliation. He wiſhed! 


moſt ardently to receive his mother's par- 


don, and be reinſtated in her eſteem; but 
his pride ſtill ſwelled too high for the ſubs: 


miſſion neceſſary to obtain either. Even- 


ing came; and he remained obdurates 
though inwardly broken hearted; at the idea 
of paſſing the night without making his 


to be overcome by paſſiom and pride, he 
was not void of the moſt lively” affection 
for hie mother, which he manifeſted” on 
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many occaſions. He had now gone ſo far 
in the path of error, that he ſcarcely felt a 
power of doing right, and wanted reſolu- 


tion to confeſs his ſorrow for his paſt con- 


duct. Mrs. Sparks obſerved the ſtruggle. 


between obſtinacy and a deſire of return- 


ing to his duty; but ſhe thought it the moſt 
prudent to leave him a little longer to his 
own reflethons. - , - : 


The hour of reſt drew near, one 1 
der went to bed after another, till 


Emilius remained alone. At length, 


Mrs. Sparks broke ſilence. It is with 
extreme concern,” ſaid ſhe, that I 
have remarked your reluctance to ac- 
knowledge yourſelf in an error, though 
your repentance has been viſible, notwith- 
ſtanding your endeavours to conceal it; 


your countenance, your riſing tears, and 
faultering voice betray you every moment. 


1 need not enlarge upon the impropriety 


of your behaviour in the morning, as I 


know you are fully ſenſible of it; but 


1 ace, in W to confeſs 
: It 
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it, ſurpriſes me; as it does not only bear the 
mark of diſreſpe&, but alſo a want of that 
affection which, amidſt all your imperfec- 


klons, I always believed you to poſſefs.— 
At theſe words, his tears flowed faſt, he 


embraced his mother, and owtied freely 
both his fault, and his contrition for it; 
affuring her, that the ſevereſt puniſhment he 


had undergone, was the accuſation of hav- 


ing acted as if he did not love her; his 
future conduR; he ſaid, © ſhould convince 
her, that as he was firſt in age, he was 
likewiſe fo in obedience and tender affec- 
tion.” He kept his word, the remainder of 
the holydays paſſed without an mtentionaP 
fault, Peace, good order, and cheerfulneſs 
were reſtored, and when the day of ſepa- 
ration arrived, a general regret was 885 on 
af N 0 | 
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THE CONFESSION. 


R: and Mrs. Godwyn,, upon mature 

V reflection, adopted the plan of a 
private education for their children. Their 
houſe being large and commodious, fa- 


voured their deſign. The little girls were 
placed under the care of a very diſcreet 


governeſs, and had a pleaſant ſchool-room, 
furniſhed ſuitably for them. The ſtudy, 


appointed for the uſe of their brothers, 
was in the oppoſite wing, and they had 
alſo the advantage of being taught by an 
aſſiduous preceptor. The attention that 
was due to the little ones, who were ftill 


inhabitants of the nurſery, and various 


other occupations, engrofſed ſo much of 


Mrs. Godwyn's time, that ſhe. was obliged 


to reſign the inſtruftion ef her elder chil. 


dren wholly to thoſe perſons, whom ſhe 


had engaged for the office; but as ſhe was 


tenderly attached to every one of _—_ chil- 


dren, 
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uren, ſhe made it a daily practice to viſit 
both ſchool-rooms, and enquire into the 
behaviour of the ſcholars. Amongſt ſo 


many different diſpoſitions, it was likely 


that ſhe ſhould ſometimes meet with com- 
plaints, which gave her concern; but it 


was more often that ſhe had good reaſon to 
- be ſatisfied with the diligence and orderly 


conduct of her children. The defire of 


obtaining her approbation on theſe occa- 
ſions, frequently ſtimulated them to extra- 


ordinary efforts, in order to deſerve it. As 
ſoon as ſhe appeared, it was not very dif- 
ficult to diſcern thoſe who had behaved 
well, from thoſe who had committed any 


faulty the meritorious met her eye with 


pleaſure, and a ſort. of conſcious claim to 
her favour, whilſt the delinquents drew 


back, and by their downcaſt countenances, 


avowed their guilt, The account ſhe re- 
ceived, one evening, from Mr. Willerby, 
the tutor, of the behaviour of Marcellus, 


tinguiſh 


was ſo plealing, that ſhe determined to diſ- 
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tinguiſh him from his -brothers, who had 


been rather idle, by a reward. When ſhe 


had finiſhed the examination of the reſt; 


ſhe withdrew, and deſired Marcellus would 


follow her into the parlour ; the ſummons. 


was obeyed with cheerfulneſs ; his father * 


happened to be there, and enquired the 
reaſon of his coming without his brothers. 
** Becauſe,” ſaid Mrs. Godwyn, he has 
behaved better than any of them. He has 
repeated his leſſons correctly; has heen 
obedient to Mr, Willerby, and as far as I 
can diſcover, has not committed a ſingle 
error to day, therefore I have given him 
leave ta ſpend an hour with me, and in- 
tend to preſent him with one of thoſe pretty 
books I bought, when I was laſt in Lon- 
don; but as I know I can, rely upon his 
word, and that it is poſſible I may have 
been deceived. by appearances, before 1 

part with my book, I appeal to him, to 
ſay, whether he remembers to have done 


any 7 ing amiſs ſince morning.“ The To 
O 
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of Marcellus were caſt down upon the 


| bluſhes, and he knew not how to ſpeak. 


replied Mr. Godwyn, to treat your bro- 
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ground, his chubby cheeks eovered with 


At laſt, with ſome difficulty, he ſtammered 
out this innocent confeſſion : * Indeed, 1 
have not been quite ſo good as you think 
I have; I ſpoke unkindly to my brother 
Philip, and ſnatched the humming top out 
of his hand, when we were at play together 
in the garden.” * It is certainly a fault,” 


thers with unkindneſs, but as you ſeem to 
be conſcious of the impropriety of it, and 
might have concealed it, I requeſt your 
mamma to overlook it, and reward your 
ſincerity with the book. I ſhall confide 
in you, on future occaſions, as I find you 
are a perſon of your word.” The little 
boy's confuſion was preſently turned into 
joy. The circumſtance became known 
through the family, and eſtabliſhed the 
character of Marcellus. When any diſ- 
pute aroſe, his teſtimony was required, 

Vor. II. = though 
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though only ſeven years old, becauſe no 
one had occaſion ever to doubt the truth 
0 his alfertons: 


EN ©” DR: CLARISSA. 


7 LARISSA was a. lively, aflive, reſt- 
leſs child, and under very little: re- 


Alraint, having been brought up principally 


among the ſervants, who were either harſh 

in their treat ment towards her, or abſurdly 
indulgent. Amongſt many. fogliſh habits 
which ſhe had contrafted, that of meddli ng 
with every thing within her reach was one, 


which often lead her into miſchief, and 
ſometimes brought its 9wn puniſhment in 


its conſequences DB it happened One 
morning; after Robert, the footman, had 
been trimming the lamps, being called 
away before he had completed the job, he 
left ſome of the oil, careleſsly, in a pint bot- 

Ye 
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tle, upon the table, in the pantry, where 
he kept the glaſſes and other things be- 
longing to his office. Clariſſa, always cu- 
rious to look into places with which ſtre 
had no concern, finding the door open, put - 

her head in, and obſerving the bottle with- 
out a cork, ſtanding by a ſaucer that had 
ſomething in it, which looked clear, ſhe 

| ſuppoſed it to be ſyrup, and determined to 


: have a taſte. In ſhe went, and thinking 
y that it would not be ſo eaſily miſſed out of 
h the bottle as the ſaucer, put the former to 
y her mouth. Juſt as ſhe had raiſed it up- 
ts MW in order to get at the liquor with more 
8 readineſs, the heard a footſtep in the paſ- 
e, ſage, which induced her to take à large 
1d gulp, left it ſhould be Robert, whoſe coming. 


in would deprive her of that, Which ſhe ex- 
ne vetted to be fo great a treat. The haſte 
ad with which ſhe ſwallowed it, cauſed her 


ed to take a mach larger quantity of it than 
he ſhe liked; but it was not in her power co 


ot- 1 ſuch a heavy, greaſy hquor, as oil, in 
tle Hs a mo- 
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a moment. The taſte was ſo nauſeous, 
that ſhe was · in a greater hurry to diſengage 
the bottle from her mouth, than ſhe had 
| been to place it there. Loathing to ſwal- 
low any thing ſo diſagreeable, ſhe invo- 
luntarily ſuffered the oil to run out at each 
corner of her mouth, which greaſed her 
clothes from head to foot. In this condi- 


tion ſhe was obliged to go into the kitchen, 


and tell the cook what ſhe had done, and 
entreat that ſhe , would give her a little 
water to drink, and wipe her hands and 
face. | The ſervants were extremely diſ- 
Pleaſed with her, on account of the trouble 
ſhe had occaſioned ; her frock wanting to 


be waſhed, and the pantry to be ſcoured. 


She was obliged to bear their ill- humour 
patiently, as ſhe knew ſhe had deſerved it, 


and had no perſon whom ſhe could intereſt 
in her behalf, her mamma being from 
home; beſides this grievance, ſhe had to 


endure the painful ſenſation of ſickneſs, 
without RES 5 for nobody had any 


5 ; pity 
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Rn for her. As very little pains had been 
taken to correct her defects, it was not aſe 
toniſhing, that ſhe was frequently guilty of 
errors; but it was always fortunate for her, 
when the faults ſhe committed, were at- 
tended with ſuch: conſequences; as had the 
ſame effect, as neceſſary admonition-would 


have produced, had ſhe enjoyed the bene- 


fit of a guarded education. Nature had 


endowed her with a good under ſtanding; 
which enabled her to make proper reflecs 


tions, whenever ſhe gave herſelf time-'ts 
think. Whilſt ſhe was ſiek, unpitied, and 


out of favour wich her maid, the had ſuf: 


ficient opportunity to ſit ſtill, and confidet 
the folly of being liquoriſh and meddle- 


ſome. She took a reſolution 'of avoiding 
the kitchen and pantry, and confining her- 


ſelf to thoſe apartments which were ap- 
pointed for her. — Idleneſs and want of 


ſuitable employment were probably the 


principal cauſes of her propenſity to do 


| miſchief, The natural activity of chil. - 
| Sg | It 9 - = dh 
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dren, impels them to be always buſy ; 
and thoſe, who neither love reading nor 


working, nor amuſe: themſelyes in harm- 


leſs play, but loiter about, without fixing 
their attention upon any particular object, 
are continually in danger of doing ſome- 


thing which they ought not to do.—If we 
obſerve the various ſpecies of animals, we 


may learn a uſeful leſſon from them, as we 
ſhall find that they are occupied from day 


to day, either in providing food for them- 


ſelves, in reſiſting or eluding the attacks 


of their enemies, or in the preſervation of 


their young, according to their ſeveral in- 
ſtincts. The beavers, in North America, 
aſſemble, and labour with wonderful per- 
ſeverance and ingenuity, in building houſes, 
connected with one another, in ſuch a man- 
ner, as may be compared to a ſmall town; 

with their ſharp and ſtrong teeth they cut 


down flender trees, and divide them into 


lengths, adapted to the partitions; with 


dheir broad, flat tails, they temper clay with 
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water, to fill up the vacancies between 
theſe pieces of wood; but ſo ſmall an ani- 
mal (for it is not larger than a dog) could 
never ſucceed in ſuch tedious operations, 
by any other means, than repeated attempts, 
— and unwearied induſtry. 
Rien and the Bee have been ſo 1 
1 | brought as beautiful examples of provident 
care and diligence, that ſome other inſtance, 
leſs known, may ſtrike more forcibly from 


vis its novelty. The Mole. Cricket is an inſe&, 
7 not much exceeding two inches in length; 
+» its appearance, on the firſt view, is rather 
| diſguſting than inviting; but, on nearer in- 
” * ſpection, the curious agreement of its 


form with its habits, compenſates for its 

want of beauty. The body is ſcaly, and 
furniſhed with two long pointed wings, 

and the ſame number of tails covered with 
hair; the fore-feet are ſtrong and webbed. 
and have ſome reſemblance in ſhape to tlie 
human hand; with theſe the creature 
delves his way- n the dark earth, in 
1 | | ſearch 


80 
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ſearch of the roots of thoſe vegetables that 
are his food, and will make a ſurpriſing) 8 


greſs in the ſpace of a night. 


In the ſummer ſeaſon, he digs out a neat 


habitation, about the ſize of a hen's egg. 


the entrance of which is guarded from the 


approach of an adverſary, by many intri- 
cate paſſages. In this receptable, the fe- 


male lays her eggs; but as the winter ad- 
vances, this tiny builder feels a neceſſity of 


forming a new dwelling, at a greater depth 
below the ſurface of the earth, to ſecure his 
tender family from the injury of froſt. 


The mole-cricket inhabits two elements, 
the earth, and the air. He is known to fly, 


at night, to a conſiderable diſtance, for 


the ſake of procuring a repaſt from ſome 
favourite plant; and when ſatiated with his 
feaſt, to return to his ſubterranean cavern, 


where he lies concealed during the day. 


_ Without induſtry to form dwellings as a : 


defence againſt the ſeaſons, the race of bea- 
vers and mole. crickets muſt periſh; the ſame 


© obſervation 


3 ä 


_ 
— 
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obſervation extends to other tribes of living 
creatures. The human ſpecies can neither 
be good nor happy, without a diſpoſition to 
employment: children then, ſhould be ha- 
bituated early to be always buſy in inno- 
cent amuſement, or uſeful application. 
The child, who waſtes hour after hour in 
idleneſs, -may be compared to the tamed 
magpye, who does miſchief continually, 
from being placed in a ſituation, that pre- 
vents him from occupying himſelf with 
thoſe objects, which nature has appointed 
as his PRONE bulinels, 


THE INNOCENT PEN ITENT; 


Tur innocent prattle, and pleaſi ing vi- 


vacity of Bernard, a litte boy of five 
years old, rendered him ſo engaging, that 
he became a general plaything and enter- 
tainment to the numerous gueſts, who vi- 
ſited familiarly at his father's houſe. 


— 2 een . ˙ ü! —˙ 1 
ha 


un 
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It ſeldom happens that a mixture with 


ſtrangers is advantageous to children. Per- 
ſons, not intereſted in their improvement, 


are apt to treat them improperly ; they en- 
deavour to amuſe them, without any fur- 
ther conſideration as to the effects of what 
they ſay to them. This was often the caſe 
at Hawthorn Hall; many things were given 
to Bernard that were not good for him, 


and frequently he was led into errror, from 
an injudicious mode of jeſting with him. 


His affectionate diſpoſition attached him 
exceedingly to thoſe, Who took notice of 


him: Honoria, a lady who paſſed a great 


deal of time'in the family, was particularly 


fond of him, and in return, he loved her 


as tenderly as if ſhe had been his mother. 


The embarraſſment he ſhewed, upon being 


laughed at for his attachment to her, de- 
lighted, the gentlemen, and it was a.con- 
ſtant ſource of amuſement to them, to teaſe 
him upon this ſubje&: they carried it ſo 
far one afternoon, as to draw from him a 


Fg 


declaration, 
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declaration, that he did not love her in the 
leaſt: but the words had no ſooner paſſed 
his lips, than he ran out of the room, and 
ſearched for her all over the houſe : not 
meeting with her, he proceeded to the gar- 


den, and perceiving that ſhe was ſitting 
. alone in an alcove, he went to her imme- 
diately, relieving his full heart at the lame 
1 time by a flood of tears. 
5 + What has befallen my. ſweet boy" 

| ſaid Honoria. 


n I am not hurt, replied the child, but 
* people will aſk me fooliſh queſtions, and 1 


At have been ſo very naughty as to fay, that I 


ly do not love you, though there is nobody in 
er dhe world that 1 love better: tell me what 


r. can do to be forgiven for this ſad falſehood; 
Almighty hears and ſees every thing we do; 
offends him more than a lie. I am afraid 


I have made him angry, but they teaſed me 
Tj | i ſo 


for you know you have taught me that God 


and that no action a little boy can commit 


* 
* 
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ſo mucb, I ſpoke without FN of what 


1 ſaid.“ 


« My dear Bernard,” aid erte is F 


am pleaſed with your open confeſſion; but 
you have certainly been tempted to ſpeak 


very unguardedly ; as you did not do it by 
deſign, and are ſincerely ſorry for it, I hope 
that Gracious Being, who loves the repent- 


ance of children, when they have done 


amiſs, will forgive your inadvertence. Re- 


tire with me, where we ſhall not be inter- 
rupted, and on your knees humbly aſk for 


his pardon; 8 he never denies to re- 
pentant ſinners.“ 

After having done as ſhe directed him, he 
remained quietly with her, for ſome time; 
during which ſhe gave him ſerious advice 
upon the i importance of ſpeaking with cau- 


tion, a habit tending to the obſervation of 


truth, without which there can be no en- 
joyment of mind. After a while, he ap- 


N to bave regained bis ſerenity, and 


amuſed 


al 
in 
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 'B amuſed himſelf, with his accuſtomed glee, 
in his uſual diverſions, "TA 

M | 

t EIA 

* 3 

y THE PURSE, 

Ee Lerne was an only daughter, ex- 
- tremely beloved by her mother; ſhe 
e was brought up with great tenderneſs and 
5 indulgence; but ſuch was the ſweetneſs of her 
8 diſpoſition, and the excellence of her un- 
* ſtanding, that ſhe was not perverted by this 


e- fondneſs. She applied with ſuch aſliduity | 


4 to her leſſons, that ſhe excelled in moſt 
ne things ſhe was taught; but that merit was 
the ſmalleſt part of her praiſe: her dutiful 
affection to her mother appeared in every ac- 


brothers, and her ſorbearance, when any 
little altercation aroſe between them, was 


to perſiſt in her own opinion, but generally 
yielded her inclination to theirs. The ſame 
Net. u. „„ mild 


* 


tion; her gentleneſs endeared her to her 


ſo remarkable, that ſhe was ſeldom known 
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mild temper extended itſelf towards the | 
ſervants, who were always ready to oblige 
her on every occaſion. 


— wy 
we" 


With theſe good qualities, Letitia was 


a ſufferer from want of full health, which 


checked the vivacity of her charaQer, and 
produced a degree of languor, bordering 
upon inaRivity. One of the effects of this 
delicacy of conſtitution, was a reluctance to 


to leave her bed of a morning : ſhe was fre. 
quently called many times before ſhe had 
reſolution to riſe. Her mother had taken 
. conſiderable pains to correct this defect, re. 


garding it as a means of. increaſing her ill. 
health, and produtlve of loſs of time and of 


irregularity ; ſhe was therefore much pleal. 


ed as well as rather ſurpriſed, to obſeryea 
ſudden i improvement in this reſpeR, during 

a whole month, elpecially : as it was early in 
* ſpring, and the mornings were ſtill cold 


and uninviting. There was one circum- 


ſlance that attended this alteration, which 


pere excited her curioſity; ſhe knen 


that 
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that Lætitia gained an hour at leaft, every 

- day, but ſhe could not diſcover in what ſhe 

* paſſed this additional time: her leſſons and 
” exerciſes were performed as uſual, but there 
n vas no augmentation in any of them. | 
nd Being ſecretly rejoiced in the hope, that 
18 the change that had taken place, would con- 
us tinue till it became a habit, ſhe was fearful 
7 | of interfering, by enquiring very cloſely 
Ie. 


concerning the application of the time, and 
ud BN ruſted to the prudence of a young per- 
ſon, who ſuperintended her daughter's edu- 
I cation, that it was employed to ſome uſe- 
2 ful purpoſe, though ſhe was not acquainted 
with the particular object of it. 
In a litile while the myſtery was unravel- 
led by Lztitia herſelf: ſhe came into her 
mother's dreſſing-· room one morning, with 
a countenance animated with pleaſure, and 
ſomething in her hand, nicely wrapped up 
in lawn paper. My dear mamma,“ faid 


ance of a purſe, that'T have been netting Age 
BP | Eg „ 


ne, J am come to requeſt your accept - 
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you;” and, opening the paper, offered an 
elegant purſe, netted in the neateſt manner, 


and adorned with ſilver taſſels, to her mo. 


ther. * My dear, 1 am charmed with your 


preſent, replied Mrs. Avoine; but how 
could you find opportunity to perform ſo 


tedious a piece of work without my obſer. 
vation ?? *© My ſecret is diſcovered,” ſaid 
Lztitia, you have remarked my early 


_ riſing of late, and you might perceive my 


unwillingneſs to tell you, what engaged my 
time till breakfaſt. I wiſhed to ſurpriſe 


you, and therefore concealed my work till 
I had completed it. 


Whilſt ſhe was ſpeaking, Miſs Oliver, 


her governeſs, came in, and ſaid, * give 


me leave, Madam, to expreſs my approba- 
tion of Lztitia's conduct, on this occaſion : 


| ſo eager has ſhe been to accompliſh this 


token of her affection for you, that ſhe 
has riſen every morning, ſince it was begun, 
at ſeven o'clock, without once requiring to 


be called a ſecond time; ſhe has worked 


with 
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with the utmoſt diligence, as is obvious, 
from the brightneſs of the ſilks, which do 
not ſeem to have been touched with her fin- 
gers ; the materials ſhe has purchaſed with 
her pocket-money, . which ſhe has laid up 
theſe two months for the purpoſe.'— _ 
My amiable child,” ſaid her mother, 

« let me embrace you; you deſerve my 
tendereſt affettion; indeed, I know not 


what other recompence to beſtow upon you, 
worthy of your generous heart. But let 
me point out to your obſervation, the ad- 


vantage you have gained by adhering to 


your reſolution of riſing at an appointed 
hour: in the ſpace of a few weeks, you 
have flolen from drowſineſs as much time as 
vas nece ſſary to produce this pretty purſe; 
in a year, how many uſeful things you may 
my by a continuance of the ſame prac. . 


Apply the rule to your whole life, 


| ws years may be reſcued from a ſtate that 


reſembles non- exiſtence, and pages out 


the term of uſefulneſs and enjoyment,” 


in  Lztitia 


e nach , 26 þ R 
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Lz#titia profited by her mother's re- 
marks, and endeavoured to guard againſt 
85 relapſing i into her former indolence. 

Mrs. Avoine was reluftant to hurt her 
feelings; by recompenſingherinduſtry, inge- 


nuity, and dutiful behaviour, by a gift, juſt at 
that time, leſt ſhe ſhould conſider it in the 


light of a return for the purſe ; but it was 


not long before ſhe took her to a print- 


ſſmop, and preſented her with a book of | 
beautiful copies for drawing, executed * ä 


one of the moſt eminent artiſts. 


{ame diſpoſitions increaſed as ſhe advanced 


could ever m__ 


1 The purſe was only uſed on eee e Soo 
occaſions, being reſerved as a memorial of 
her tender attachment to her mother. The 


to maturity, and as ſhe grew up, the bond 

of filial affection was ripened into a laſting 
= and equal friendſhip, between her and her = 
mother, which RE: time nor abſence - 


TRE 
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"THE EASTER PROCESSION, 


| Ire was on an Eaſter Monday, that Ade. 

laide and her brothers were preparing to 
go to a friend's houſe in CHeapſide, to fee 
the proceſſion of the Blue-coat children, 


belonging to Chriſt's-church Hoſpital paſs | 


to the Manſion-houſe. The pleaſure they 
expected to derive from this ſpectacle, had 
occupied their thoughts for ſeveral days. 
_ * Upon hearing the bells ring merrily, they 
became extremely impatient to ſet out, 
leſt they ſhould be too late for the ſhow, 
and every one of them was eager to be 
equipped as ſoon as poſſible : one ſnatch- 
ed up a hat, another a ſpencer, and began 
to put them on. Adelaide alone fat ſtill, 
though ſhe was in as great a hurry as any of 
them; and; that ſhe might not be behind 
the reſt, commanded the maid, in a very 
imperious tone of voice, to bring her bon- 
net and cloak immediately, N 
. 15 | Mrs, 
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Mrs. Cooper happened to be in the next 
room, and overheard not only the words, 


but the manner in which her daughter 
ſpoke. She reproved her for it, and deſir- 
ed ſhe would either aſk properly for what 
| ſhe wanted, or take the trouble of fetching 
them herſelf. Adelaide repeated her or- 


der, but in an accent that by no means la- 55 


; killed her-motler. 

_ | * Since you do not chooſe to bop ei- 

villy to Ann,” faid Mrs. Cooper, ** I in- 
- fiſt that you wait upon yourſelf, 0 forbid 

| | her to bring your things.“ 


The ſpirit of rebellion te quickly i in 
| Allelaide's heart; ſhe heſitated a few mi- 


nutes, as if the were debating within her- 


ſelf, whether ſhe ſhould comply or not. 
At length Mrs. Cooper, with great firmneſs 
and compoſure, made the Rs 4 = 
.* Claration}: © - - 


1 ſhall not 0 1 h 
longer, on account of your obſtinacy. 2 bf 
you, wa not leave Four wy and fetch your 

things 


8 ak | 
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things directly, I ſhall fend them away 
without you, and you know very well, that 
if once I form a reſolution, it will not be 
in your power to change it.” | 
Adelaide roſe, and walked Des. to the 
clofes where her bonnet and cloak were 
kept; ſhe ſaid ſhe could not find them, and 
called Ann to look for them; but Mrs. 
Cooper: would not ſuffer her to come. 
* You ought to know,” ſaid ſhe, © better 


- J than Ann, where your things are; there- 
fore, make no further excuſes, but open 
+ tbe hat-box and take them out. Adelaide 


fill kept calling for the maid, without 
ſeeking for her things, as if ſhe intended 
to ſucceed in finding them, till Mrs. 
Cooper' 8 patience was quite exhauſted. At 
laſt ſhe ſaid, * my dear boys, the ſervant is 
below, ready to attend you; as for your ſiſ- 

ter, ſhe ſtays at home to day; I hope ſhe 
vill behave better next year, that ſhe may, 
then make one of Four Nauge 4 


10 
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At that moment, the bells firuck up wich 
freſh glee, and the buſtle of the ſtreet an- 


nounced that the proceſſion was at hand. 


Adelaide now began to relent; but it was 

too late; her mother's word had paſſed, a _ 

Hothing ever induced her to break K. 
Her tears began to fall apace, and ſhe 


entreated forgiveneſs, with. many promiſes 
of future good behaviour, Het brothers 
Joined in the petition, that their mother 


would for once recal the appointed puniſh- 
ment, as poor Adelaide muſt wait a whole 


year, before ſhe could ſee the ſame fight: |. 
but all was unavailing. Mrs. Cooper per- 


ceived the neceſſity of refuling' to yield to 


their importunity, though it was with re. 5 


luctance that ſhe maintained her ground. 


Alfred and Charles were obliged to go | 
without their ſiſter: whilſt they were ab- 


ſent, ſhe lamented her folly and difobedi- 


ence ; ſhe ſobbed, and cried, and com- 
plained. Her mother took but little no- _ 


 fice of her, till her grief was. moderated ; 
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for, when Adelaide found that the matter 
was. abſolutely hopeleſs, her tears began to 
abate, and ſhe grew more then and rea- 
. 

_. Mrs. Cooper took he „ 1 this 
| opportunity, of expoſtulating with her on 


her miſbehaviour, and the reparation ſhe 


_ ought to make for iti. My dear child,” 
ſaid ſhe, © I have ſuffered more than you 
on this occaſion. To puniſh you, is a-taſk 
that nothing but a ſenſe. of duty could im- 
poſe upon me; but if I do not correct your 
errors, I ſhall be anſwerable for the defects 
ö of your character, when you are grown up. 
You have ſhewn a diſpoſition to indolence, 
pride, and obſtinaey in your condutt. In 
the firſt inſtance, you were wrong in aſking 
any perſon-to wait upon you: you are in 


bealth, and enjoy the perfect uſe of your | 


| limbs, and- therefore, have no reafonable 
| claim to the attendance of others. Adopt 
this maxim in all your concerns; never aſk _ 
another to do that for you, which you can 

| " Bm = do 


1 
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do for yourſelf ; but when you condeſcend 
to deſite the aſſiſtance of others, you ſhould 


take care to make the requeſt with civility 
and gentleneſs. It is not becauſe you are 
born of more wealthy parents, that you 


have a right to command the ſervices of | 
others: whatever is done for you is a fa- 


vour, and calls for your gratitude and hu- 


mility. Your perſeverance in ſpeaking 
haughnly, and refuſing obedience to. me, 


marks a ſtubbornneſs that gives me great 


concern, and I hope this will be the laſt 


inſtance I ſhall ever ſee of it; as a continu- 
ance of ſuch conduct muſt diminiſh my 
Roam, if not my affection for you.“ 


Adelaide acknowledged the juſlnels. 0 of 


her mother's reproof, and promiſed amend- 
ment. She fulfilled her engagement, 
though it coſt her great attention, and 
ſincere endeavours to ſubdue her propenſi- 


ty to diſobedience, when her inclination 


was oppoſed: but however difficult the 


conteſt may be with our own paſſions, ſucs 


1 5 


» 


- ceſs 
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ceſs is certain, if we oy — 9 5 to re- 
; form. „ | 
By that day CON her habics were 

n changed, and ſhe found the benefit 
of the alteration. All the family was deſir- 
_* ous of pleaſing her, and each one ſtrove to 

be the firſt to oblige her. The children re- 
ceived a freſh invitation to ſee the proceſ- 
fion: Adelaide accompanied her brothers 
without any interruption, and in the midſt 
of her enjoyment, ſhe could not help draw- 
ing a compariſon, between her feelings on 
that day, and the former one, which had been 
rendered miſerable, by her miſconduR. 


THE CAY-FIUOUS MOTHER. a 


＋ "HERE. are fot bunks ſo pure in i 
ment and expreſſion as to be complete- 
5 i unexceptionable; even many of the pub- 


lications that have been written expreſsly 
Vor. II. . for 
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for youth, are defaced by cxolumations/3n ns 


conſiſtent with that ſimplicity, which is the 
chief ornament of an unperverted mind. 
Mrs. Dennis was ſo parti cular with reſpe& 


to the books ſhe admitted among her child» | 
ren, that it was her conſtant practice to ex- 


amine the moſt childiſh ſtory book, before 


ſhe permitted them to read it; and as ſhe 
conſidered inſtruction as the chief object in 
reading, ſhe never ſerupled to ſacrifice the 
beauty of a new purchaſe, by freely cutting 


out as many leaves as contained paſſages 


likely to give them falſe ideas, or to cor- 
rupt their innocence; ſo very exact was 


| ſhe in her corrections, that not an objection- 


able ſentence eſcaped. Fhus there were 


but few books in the library of her ſchool. 
room, that did not bear the marks of her 


hand. The children bene vi ing their mam 


ma to be wiſer than any perſon whatever, 
and being aſſured alſo that her love for them 


induced her to take this trouble, ſhewed no 


Alte to ſee thoſe 3 wg the had ef- 
5 i | laced; 
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faced. In time they became fo accuſtomed 
to her alterations, that they omitted the 
words, through which ſhe had drawn a line, 
as a thing in courſe. Her ſolicitude to bring 
them up in the ſtrifteſt principles of virtue, 
made her likewiſe very watchful on ſome 
other points, which too often are but little 

conſidered. The ſacred name of the Deity, 
they were never ſuffered to pronounce, but 
in the moſt reverential and ſerious manner, 
making a ſolemn pauſe when it occurred, 
even in the Holy Scriptures ; but, if it was 
ever introduced in other books, by way of 
exclamation, they paſſed it over, and moſtly 
marked it, as a word not to be repeated. 
This careful parent undertook the early 
ee of her children herſelf, hoping to 
preſerve chem more effettually from the in- 
 Muence of ill-example, by implanting in 
their tender minds, juſt ſentiments of duty, 
and confirming them in moral habits. But, 
at about ſeven years of age, ſhe was obliged 
to te Theodoſius, her eldeſt den to 
. . K 2 the 
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the care of a gentleman, who was engaged 


in the education of a few ſcholars, not 


thinking herſelf. qualified to proceed witng 
the inſtruction he began to require. The 
child was much pleaſed with his new ſitua- 
tion, and thought it manly to aſſociate with 
ö boys older than himſelf, which reconciled 


him to leaving his mamma and his ſiſters ; 
being a ſtranger, his ſchool-fellows were 
earneſt to amuſe him, and even the great 
boys condeſcended to play with him, with 


amiable good- nature; remembering how 


much they ſtood in need of ſuch kind offi- 
ces, when they firſt came to ſchool. The 
day of his arrival paſſed ſo pleaſantly, that 
he began to think, that he ſhould be quite 


as happy with Mr. Perrin, as he had been 
at home. The next morning he entered 
regularly into the order of the ſchool, and 


in his turn was called up to read. As his 
mother, ever attentive to his improvement, 


had beſtowed great pains in this branch of 


his IO he read better than moſt 


EE I Done oder le el” a oo At 
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children of his age; his pronunciation was 
clear and diſtinct, he obſerved the ſtops, 
and was free from either a heſitation, or 

drawling tone of voice, fo common toyoung 
readers. Mr. Perrin, not ſuppoſing him to 
be ſo well qualified, gave him a ſpelling- 
book, by way of trial; but he preſently 
found that he was capable of reading ſome- 
thing of a ſuperior kind; upon which he 
took another book from the ſhelf, and, 
making an apology for having offered him 
a leſſon ſo much beneath his powers, defired | 
bim to read a ſpeech in one of Madam 
Genlis Dramas. The litile boy began in a 
manner, that convinced Mr. Perrin, that 
the utmoſt diligence and judgment had 
been exerted, to prepare him for his future 
progreſs, in more difficult ſtudies. After 
-advancing to the middle of the page, he 
ſuddenly ſtopped, and looking up with great 
innocency at Mr. Perrin, ſaid, * Pray, Sir, 
where is your pencil?” What occaſion 
can you: have for a pencil, my dear, whilſt 
1 „ 3 you 
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you not ſee Sir, ſaid the little boy, that 
there is the awful name, which I dare not 


repeat; and my mamma uſed always to draw 


a line through thoſe words, which ſhe did 


not chuſe we ſhould lay Mr. Perrin ap- 


prehended his meaning in a moment, and 


complied with his requeſt. The cuſtom 


for the uſe of his ſcholars. 


As eee ee 
doſius praceeded without further interrup- 


tion, and when he had finiſhed, received 


the praiſes of his maſter, not for the excel- 
lence of his reading only, which was un- 
common; but alſo. for his attention to the 
Precepts of his mother, when he was ſepa- 
rated from her. My dear, ſaid he, if you 


continue to obſerve the virtuous principles, 


which have been carefully taught you, you _ 


will became both a good and a happy man. 


pleaſed him fo well, that he adopted it ever 
after in thoſe books, which he appointed N 


* 
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panions, nor the falſe ridicule of thoſe, who 
have been hrought up more negligently, to 
deprive you of the advantages of your mo- 
ther's maxims; but let them ſerve you as a 
rule of conduct upon all occaſions, No 
other return you can make will be fo ac- 
ceptable to her.“ This tender exhortation 
excited a gliſtening tear in the eye of Theo- 
doſius, and his looks were more expreſſive of 
his intention to obſerve: the admonitions of 
his mother, than his words, for his heart 
Was too full to ſpeak. He felt at that mo- 
ment an inexpreſſible regret at being parted 
from her; but he received great conſolation 
from determining within himſelf, to do 
et every thing that he thought would be agree- 
able to her, were it . for her to over. 
book his conduct. n „ 
The eee of this reſolution was, 
that he became the beſt boy in the ſchool, 
and the ſecret favourite of his maſter ; his 
improvement in knowledge and goodneſs 
repaid 825 mother for all the care ſhe had 
| taken 


* 


taken of him; ed his gratitude and atten- 
; ne" TAP © the comfort of _— ge f. age: 


uk BARGAIN. +, gt), 


oY E ROLICSOME Ines was a dy: 
a neighbour, to little George: the en- 


| eertaining tricks of this active auimal cor- 
reſponded exactly with the diſpoſition of 
her maſter, di e Play and ane be- 


'yond any thing. OP 
Being ſo well faited, wy oed . ä 
ther all the day long, and it would be diffi- 

eult to ſay which of the two was the beſt 


pleaſed ; ſometimes ſhe would pretend to 
run away, whilſt he purſued her; at another 


time ſhe would ſtand fill, as if waiting tio 
be caught, and when his hand was jait up- 
on her, would bound to a diſtance wich * | 
© _ COTTON nde | | | 
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© Paſa never looked more graceful than 
when ſhe was playing with an ivory ball, 
which he delighted to roll before her ; ſhe 
would curl up her tail, ſet her ears, and 
ſpring forwards to catch it; but always in 
vain, for it was too ſmooth and ſlippery for 
her to lay hold of. When they were tired 
of this amuſement, he would hold his hands 
for her to jump over, till by practice ſhe at- 
_ tained the capacity of nee a dne ee 
height. | 

- Whilſt he ate ink breakfaf or 3 ſhe 
would fit purring by his fide, in patient EX» 
Names of ſharing his repaſt. | 

For a long time George and his kitten 


5 lived i in cloſe friendſhip ; but, in one un» 


fortunate ſcuffle, ſhe forgot the reſpe& that 

was due to her maſter, and gave him a vio- 
lent ſcratch on the cheek. The ſmart put 
him-out of humour ; and, being extremely 
: hungry, he offered to fell her to his bro- 
ther, for a tempting hot - croſs bun, which 
- he happened to have at that moment in his 
e . J 


f 
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band. The bargain was ſtruck immediately, 
George took the _ and bis brother a 
1 1 


45 the pain had abated, and his reſentment 
was forgotten. Bartlett,” ſaid he, © you 
_ muſt give me my kitten 
know ſhe belongs to me.“ I know ſhe 
did belong to you, before you ſold her to 
me, ſaid Bartlett, who was two or three 
| years older than George; * but not ſhe is 
mine, my bun was the price you aſked for 
ber, and I gave it to you in exchange for 
ber; but ſince you have eaten the bun, you 


: are ſo unreaſonable as to wiſh to deprive 5 
me of the cat. You are miſtaken; IT will 


not give her up.” George tried to ſeine her, 


but he was no match for his brother. As 
he could neither perſuade Bartlett to yield 
the ſubjett of difpute, nor compel him to 

do fo, he began to cry bitterly, hoping that 


| dr Would * fomebody” to his afſiftance. 


K 


When his eit was ſatisfied, he began 5 Þ 
to be at a loſs for his companion, eſpecially 


25 
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His mother hearing the noiſe, and ſuppoſing ö 
that there was a quarrel, entered the room, 
and enquired what was the ſubject of their 

_ diſagreement. | Upon hearing the caſe fair- 
ly ſtated, ſhe gave judgment in favour of 
Bartlett, though ſhe was very ſorry for 
| George's folly in parting with a creature, 9 
to which he was ſo much attached, for ſuch 
a trifling conſideration. As ſoon as ſhe 


could pacify him, ſhe endeayoured to ex- 


plain the meaning of a contract or bargain. 
The bread and meat,“ ſaid ſhe, that 
we daily conſume, I buy of the baker and 
the butcher, I give the one a certain price 
for a loaf, and the other ſo much for every 
pound of meat, as we have agreed upon; 
but I ſhould be very unjuſt, were I, every 
day, after dinner, to ſend to theſe poor 
| people to return me the money, with which 
I purchaſed what we have eaten. By the 

_ ſame rule, ſince you have been ſo fooliſh, . 


1 8 as to buy a bun with your cat, you muſt re- 


205 vou. title to her; the is no longer 
| N yours, 


t Merabödlb 
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This ecifion hates a freſh flow of tears, 


Weben he perceived the truth of what his 
mother had told him. Bartlett was of a 


generous turn of mind, and uſually conde- 


ſcending and kind to his younger brother, 
notwithſtanding he had defended: what he 
conſidered as his right, ſo reſolutely on 
this occaſion; but when he ſaw the grief of 


8 poor George, for the lofs of a creature he 


loved dearly, his heart relented, and he took 


the firſt opportunity of privately aſking his 


mamma's leave to return puſs to her former 


owner; but ſhe would not allow it, till 
George was fully convinced that he had! 
actually given up his right of poſſeſſion. In 
the mean time, the poor litile fellow moped 
about the houſe, as if be bad loſt all ſenſe > 


of enjoyment. = | 
After ſome hours, ay: came to his Sk] 
ma, laden with his whole treaſure of whips 


| and tops, and marbles ; and entreated her 


= . 5 to 
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to 3 Bartlett to give up his cat, in 
return for all theſe things. 

Bartlett was called, and aſked WE 
he was willing to agree to the bargain. He 
refuſed, ſaying, that as puſs was his own 

property, he did not chooſe to ſell her, 
but intended to make a preſent of her. At : 
this George's ſorrow was renewed; but 
when Bartlett, with a ſmile, aſked him to 
whom he ſuppoſed he would give ber, a 
ray of hope ſprang up in his heart, and he 
looked at his Oy as if he half gueſſed 
his meaning. | 


wen Nen ſaid, hci firſt dbiain. 

A ed his mother's'' conſent, © take her, 
K George; I. give her to you, ſhe is now . 
_ . your own again; and do m_ beſo ready to 


part wich her another time.“ 

Scorge accepted her with great ks 
1 and thanked his brother for his kindneſs. 
He took his little chair and ſat down, plac- 

ing puſs upon his lap, and ſtroaking her, 
as if he did not know how to expreſs the 
Vor. II. 9 5 5 N 
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joy he felt, at having her reſtored. - The 
converſation fell upon the nature of cats, 


which their mamma ook: that n, _ 


of explaining... 
She Nate that the 1 this Tiger, 


nfl the Leopard, are of the ſame genus; 


by which is meant, that they reſemble each 
1 other in many particulars as to their form 
and habits; that, though the diminutive 
ſize of the cat prevents her from being a 


formidable animal, yet, by nature, ſhe is 


fierce; and, notwithſtanding, ſhe lives ſo 


familiarly with man, ſcarcely ever loſes . 


her ferocious diſpoſition, if provoked. 
Small birds, rats, and mice are her prey; 


4 ber addrels in catching them 1s admirable. ; 
- Her eyes are ſo conſtructed, that ſhe can ſee 185 
with ſcarcely any light, which enables 


her to diſcover the animals upon which ſhe 
lives, in dark cornets and holes, where they 


lurk. Her claws anſwer two purpoſes; 


alliſling her to climb trees in queſt of birds, 
and to hold the poor victims, 'whilſt ſhe de. 


4 


vours 
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yours them: but when ſhe chooſes to be 
harmleſs to thoſe who fondle her, ſhe has 
the power of drawing them in, and ſheath- 
| ing them, as it were, within her toes. Her 
tongue is rough, like a file, and is very ſer- 
viceable, on that account, to dreſs and 

comb her coat, to which ſhe is very atten- 
tive, licking and ſmoothing herſelf. with 


the greateſt nicety. It is ſuppoſed; that ſhe 


is directed to her prey by the ſenſe of ſmell. 
ing, as well as by ſight, and that her whiſk- 


ers contribute to this end. Her tail ſerves 


to balance her When ſhe climbs, and adds: 
greatly to her capacity of leaping from one 


place to another, Her thick coat of fur 
defends her againſt the cold. In 5 colour 


the varies, as your own obſervation, may wo 
convince you. She has a pleaſing figure, 
and excels moſt animals in the elegance of 
her attitudes. Every part of her ſeems 

formed conſiſtently with her purſuits; and : 


_ diſpoſition, which teaches us to admire the 
"wikew: and _—_ of that Almighty 
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Being, who has created all creatures to be 
yy happy, according to the different natures 
| ___ Which he has beſtowed upon them. 
Thus we ſee that the cat ſubſiſts upon 
animals as wild as herſelf; ſhe is therefore 
active, watchful; cunning, and fierce; were 
_ the otherwiſe, ſhe could not exiſt, as with- 
out every one of theſe qualities, ſhe would 
be unable to obtain ME OO for her 
PC ETA 
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"THE 'RECONCILIATION. 


AURA. was FI eldeſt | daughter of a2 
| very large family. She had a good 
een, and an affectionate heart, 
though ſhe was too apt to ſhew a warmth 
of temper, which led het into faults, that 
were often the ſubject of '' reperitance. 
Little diſputes would © occaſionally ariſe, 
between her and her brothers and ſiſters, 
in n which the e een the power 
DA ct | that 
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that her Conanity gave her ; yet ſo. gener- 
ous was her diſpoſition, that whenever ; 


they were oppreſſed by others, or were 
hurt, or indiſpoſed, or under diſgrace, ſhe 
forgot all reſentment, and would give up 


any thing the poſſeſſed, to pleaſe hem. 


A her brother: Henry and. the were at 


play, One fine ſpring morning, in ths DL 


{ure-grounds, | they fell out about the G. 
viſion of a piece of the flower- garden, | 
which the gardener had given on to cul- 
tivate. 


The plot, that bad 8 allotted Shit 


not being of a regular form, it was diffi- | 
.cult to divide it into two. equal parts, and 


they could not agree upon. a method of 


laying it out in partnerſhip. Henry 


wiſhed to plant a few currant and gooſe- 


berry trees, and to border it with ſtrayy- 
berries; which he thought would produce 


fruit in the ſummer, and afford them a 
treat, that might be partaken by their com- 


5 3 but the reflection of che ſun gave 
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fuch a brilliant hue to the ſnow-drops, 


and crocuſſes, which had juſt begun to peep 


above the ground, that Laura would liſten 


to no propoſal, but filling it with flowers. 
Both of them were poſitive in their own 


opinion; after many altercations, which 


brought them no nearer to a concluſion, 
| they grew tired of wrangling, and leaving 


the matter to be decided at a future oppor- 


tunity, ſeparated. Laura went into the 


YE what had paſſed, enquired to know Whe- | 
ther he had any roots or ſeeds to put into 
his garden, and offered to ſupply him with 


houſe, to play with her doll, and Henry 


ran towards the gardener, who was at 
work juſt by. Thomas, without knowing 


; whatever he choſe to have. There is 


nothing,“ replied Henry, 1 that I ſhould 


like fo well, as ſtrawberry plants and cur- 


rant trees; but my fiſter always will have 


her own way, and ſhe will not let me put 


any thing into the ground but flowers.” 


* e defirous of plealing Os 
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who was his favourite, and not. troubling | 
himſelf to endeavour to promote love' and 
peace between them, ſaid, ** Miſs Laura 
is gone in, and if you chooſe to have fruit, 
and ſhe prefers flowers, there is room 
enough for both. 1 am at leiſure now, 
and will help you to put in ſome nice cut- 
tings, that I have ready for uſe in the 
green-houſe.” The temptation was tog 
ſtrong to be reſiſted. He forgot that he 
was not the ſole poſſeſſor of the ground, 
and had no right to do any thing with it, 
without the concurrence of his ſiſter. 
The little garden was preſently ſtocked, ac- 
cording to his inclination, by the aſſiſtance 
of Thomas, and in a ſhort time after, he 
Vas called to take a walk with his father. 

Wmhilſt he was abſent, Laura was again 
permitted to play out of doors; ſhe di- 


Ds , reced her eps, without heſitation, to the 


ſpot which, in her imagination, ſhe already 
faw decorated with hyacinths, the many- 
ana Rs” roſes, jonquils, and 

ſweets 
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A Cn peas ;. but when ſhe found i it 
already occupied with what ſhe had de- 
termined ſhould never grow in it, ſhe loſt 
her: patience, and without waiting for her 
brother's return, tore up every one of the 
| Young trees he had fixed with ſo much 
care. Nothing leſs. than a ſad quarrel 
could be the conſequence of ſuch offences 
on both ſides, reproaches of unkindneſs 
had but too juſt a foundation 
" "SHO diſpute. ran very high PRI 
: themſelves, but they Were cautious of | 
ſnewing any marks of their difference be- 
fore their father and mother; well know-_ 
ing that the lighteſt puniſhment they could 
expect for their behaviour, d by 5 
entire forfeiture of their garden. 
Mrs. Harland was engaged to go out + 
| = a lady, who was ſtaying at her houſe, 
to drink tea, and had promiſed: to take 
Laura with her. The pleaſure ſhe expected 
to receive from this viſit was another for- 
eib! e motive for concealing. the affair, leſt 
. e 
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he ſhould be left at home,” which would 


have been a great diſappointment, as ſome 
children, of nearly her own age, were in- 


vited to meet her. Little did ſhe: ſuppoſe, 
at that time, that ſhe herſelf would peti- 


tion to reſign the enjoyment of this much- 
deſired viſit, for the ſake of this very bro- 
ther, who had offended her ſo greatly. But 
it happened, that ſoon after dinner, poor 
Henry was ſeized with a ſhivering fit, the 


head-ach, and ſickneſs at his tomach, and 


was altogether ſo much indiſpoſed, that 
Mrs. Harland was obliged. to ſend for 
medical advice. Mr. Oſborne, the apao- 
thecary, after having felt his pulſe, and 
heard his ſymptoms, ordered him to be put 
to bed, as he thought him in great danger 
of a fever. This unexpected circum- 
ſtance obliged Mrs. Harland to give up all 
/ thoughts of going out; but the told Laura, | 
that it ſhould not prevent her from attend- 
ing Mrs. Morton. At firſt ſhe was ex- 
: my delightedith this indulgence, and 


began 
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began to make preparation for dreſſing. by 
laying out all her beſt cloaths; but being 


ſent by her mamma, to fit a quarter of an 
hour with her brother, whilſt ſome family 
concerns required her attendance, ſhe was 
ſo grieved at ſeeing him ſuffer, that ſhe 
forgot he had ever offended her. She ſat 


down by the bedſide, and tenderly took 


hold of his hand, ſaying, * my dear Henry, 
what can I do to relieve you ? I have a 
bottle of lavender- water, in my pocket, 
try whether ſmelling at it will not make 
pour head better.“ Then ſhe bathed his 


: temples, and gave him the juice of an 
orange, and tried whatever ſhe could think 


of to divert him; when, recollecting her 
wiſit, ſhe ſaid, J am ſorry I am going out, 
but if my mamma will give me leave to 
Nay with you, I ſhould: prefer it to any | 5 
other pleaſure.” Henry was ſenſible of 
her kindneſs, and entreated her to forgive 
N him for planting the garden, contrary to 
. n, N ſhe expreſſed goal concern 

15 for 
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for having pulled up his trees ; their ani- 
moſity was over, aud they agreed upon a 
plan, which ſhould ſatisfy them oe 
when Henry recovered. 

Laura obtained permiſſion to remain 
with her brother; indeed, ſuch a reaſonable 
requeſt could ſcarcely . be refuſed. She 
paaſſed the evening in his chamber, ren- 
dering him every kind office ſhe could 

deviſe. | 

Ina few days, Henry got -erſefily wells 
their firſt amuſement, when he was able 
to go. abroad, was the Rocking of their lit- 

tle piece of ground. All diſagreement 
upon the ſubject having ceaſed, they had 

but one opinion. The things which they 

planted, flouriſhed, and in the ſummer 

ſeaſon, yielded them 4 of fruit and 

5 flowers. 
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js 3 WON 'T, AND 1 WILL. 


\OME Adin ſtairs, Lydia, 25 faid Mi- 
randa to her little ſiſter, who was 
playing in the paſſage above. I won't. 

2 aid Lydia, I am buſy at play with my 
| ball, and I don't chooſe to come down,” 

1 I have got ſomething for you, which 

1 you little think of,“ replied Miranda. 

Ohl then Iwill, ſaid ſhe; * Iam coming 
direktly, and down ſhe ran. What have 

you got, Miranda ? let me ſee.” * A ſlice 
olf plumb- cake, which my grandmamma 
5 has juſt ſent us. But Lydia does not 

; deſerve to partake of it,” ſaid her govern- 

neſs, who had accidently overheard all that 

lad paſſed. * She declares, in the ſame - 

| breath, that ſhe will not, and that ſhe will, | 
do what her ſiſter deſires. One of the 

two declarations mult be falſe. * I never | 

thought of that,” replied the giddy child; 

but 1 will contrive to make amends for 
N | It. 


* 
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it. The next time I am called, I will ſay, 


Iwill. and then I mont, and that you know | 
vill make me even.“ Her governeſs could 
not help ſmiling at her ſimplicity.. © My 
dear, ſaid ſhe, how ſtrangely you miſ- 
take the nature of truth, in ſuppoſing, 


that by twice contradicting yourſelf, as it 
were, croſswiſe, you can balance the ac- 
count. Inſtead of making reparation for 


your firſt fault, you will be guilty of a ſe- 
_ cond, by ſaying one thing, and doing ano- 
ther, twice over. Beſides, it is a fooliſh 
| habit, to be ſo changeable in your opinion; 
when you ſay you will, or you will not do 


a thing, you ſhould keep your reſolution, 


unleſs there is a material reaſon for alter. 


ing it.“ * You did not keep your pro- 
miſe the other day,” ſaid Lydia, when 
you told me, that I ſhould go to bed with- 


out any ſupper, for being idle at my 
work. © When I promiſe to give any of 
you a reward, I conſider myſelf ls 
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to perform it; but when I threaten a pu- 


- niſhment, and obſerve a favourable alter- 


ation in your behaviour afterwards, Lthink 1 
myſelf at liberty to forgive you a part, or 


all of what I intended you ſhould ſuffer, 
in conſequence of that amendment. Do 
not you remember, that after being very 
idle all the morning, on the day you men- 


tion, you became exceeding orderly and 
induſtrious, in the afternoon, and were 
very ſorry for your former 'miſcondut, - 
You muſt agree, that this. pleaſing change 


deſerved a recompence; and was a ſuf. 


ficient motive for the alteration of what 1 
had otherwiſe determined, and for permit- * 
ting you to enjoy your ſupper as uſual, not- 
withſtanding my threat.” * I had alſo a 


realon for altering my opinion,) ſaid Lydia, 
* the ſecond time Miranda called: ſhe told 
me, - that ſhe had ſomething to give me, 
which ſhe did not mention at firſt.” * That 


is a tolerable gy” aid her governeſs, 


oo: but 
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25 . in future you muſt learn to think 


before you Thank, and to abide by A en- 
gagement. 


; THE ASS. 


< UEVERAL they boy had taken a 
poor defenceleſs afs into a meadow, 
behind Mr. Jocelyn's houſe, and were tor- 
menting it moſt cruelly. The beaſt be- 
longed to a chimney ſweeper, who obliged 
her to work very hard, and to carry heavy 
loads of ſoot ; but that was the leaſt part 
of her misfortunes, for he half ſtarved her, 
and ſuffered his apprentice to uſe her as he 
pleaſed. This boy was one of the com- 

pany, on the preſent occaſion; he was a 
poor orphan pariſh child, and had been 
brought up in a work-houſe, where, from 

his infancy, he had been enured, by bad 
5 ee as every ſpecies of wickedneſs. 
M 2 „ Nature 


. — — — — — 22 — =" 7 
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Nature had bleſſed him with a quickneſs of 
underſtanding, which, under proper in- 


ſtruction, would moſt probably have ren- 


dered him a virtuous and a uſeful man; 


unhappily, the fame talents, miſapplied to 
contrary purpoſes, contributed, to make 


| him diſtinguiſhed for his addreſs in wick- 


edneſs. He told lies, uſed bad words, and 


had given ſuch a looſe to his temper, that 


he delighted to tyranniſe over every crea- 


ture that fell into his power. The moſt 


ſavage barbarity he wantonly exerciſed to- 


wards this poor ſuffering aſs, not only for 
the ſake of domineering over it, but alſo 
in reyenge for the inhuman ſtrokes he ofien 
received in his turn, from the IG 9 his 
| maſter. | 
| Being nurſed in feverity. 8 a ha . 
to all that endearing tenderneſs, that chil- 
dren, in more proſperous circumſtances, re- 
ceive from their parents, his heart had 
become blunted to a ſenſe of compaſſion, 
a he l for, gothing b. but himſelf, He 
had 
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Kal been. ſent out that morning with the 
aſs, to carry ſeveral ſacks of ſoot to a 
Wholeſale dealer, who collected it in ſmall 
quantities from the chimney ſweepers ; and 


as he was returning home, met with ſome 


of his acquaintance, who lived in the 
. neighbourhood. After talking a little to- 
. gether, they agreed to go into this mea- 
dow, and each have a ride. The aſs was 
already tired with her expedition; but that 
did not hinder them from whipping her, 


5 to make her go as faſt as they deſired. 


Not being able to quicken her pace ſuffi- 
ciently with the whip, they beat her with 


the ſhovel; and, at laſt, one oſ them, more 
ingenious than the reſt, contrived to faſten 
No large pins to the heels of his ſhoes, to 
anſwer the purpoſe of ſpurs; with theſe 


they gored her ſides, they kicked her, and 


bruiſed her, till overcome with pain and 
Wearineſs, ſhe fell down, and rolled one of 


them off her back. Finding it impoſſible to 


_ her riſe, two or three of them fat 


NM 3 n 
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down upon her back, at the ſame time, 
and redoubled their blows; they were even 
ſo mercileſs; as to run the pins through her 
ears. Whilſt they were / diverting: them- 
ſelves, in this wicked manner, they were 
obſerved, from a window in Mr. Jocelyn's 
. houſe, by his ſon Charles, who was re- 
markable for the humanity of his diſpoſi- 
tion, though not devoid of manly courage, 
which he knew how to exert, when it was 


' - neceſſary, | Incenſed at their. i]l:treatment 


ol an animal, Which eould neither complain 
nor defend herſelf, he ran to them with 
all his ſpeed, but not without taking a 
ſick in his hand, by way of defence. 
My lads,” ſays he, you behave 
ſhamefully, in tormenting that poor crea+ 
ture in fo brutal a manner.“ + What is 


that to you?* ſays Tom, the chimney- 


ſweeper, * the does not belong to yon; nor 
ſhall I aſk your leave, what I am to do. 
Becauſe you are a gentleman's ſon, and 
| wear a handſome vol you think you have 
2 pig 


„ 


* 
* 
* 4 — 
by 4-4 


Ex 
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a a right to lord it over us; but I will teach 
you the difference. Come, Jack, to one 


of the biggeſt of his companions, let 


0 vou and 1 bang him; for, with all his 


TY 7% 


cruelty, Tom was an intolerable coward, 
and durſt not have touched him by him- 
ſelf. © I did not come here to fight, re- 
plies Charles, but to perſuade you to 


let that poor creature alone; though, to 


ſhew you that I am not protected by my 
fine coat, I am ready to engage with any 
of you, one at a time; for you deſerve to 


f | i be beaten ſoundly for your behaviour.“ 
Upon this they all began to ſet upon him 


en rg and to abuſe him wh ill lan- 


OO. 
The * of hots v obliged 1 him to 


” als different method of procuring a re. 
leaſe for the aſs; though not till after he 
had received ſeveral ſmart blows 31 but as 


he found himſelf attacked on all ſides at 


once, he was unable to defend himſelf, 
e he offered to buy the als; the 


228 : | ſight | 


a N 3 
fight of a few ſhillings was ſo tempting 0 to 
Tom, that he reſolved to accept of it, and 
invent ſome ſtory of the creature's being 
killed, to pacify his maſter; but of this 
ſcheme he faid nothing to Charles, who 
never thought of enquiring to whom ſhe 
belonged, ſo much was his mind engaged, 
by the deſire of delivering her from theſe 
tormentors. Tom took the money, and 
made off, as faſt as GAY with his a- 
ere e 4 Dy 
As ſoon as "HI were. e gone, e . 
. himſelf at a great loſs, to know 
what to do with his purchaſe ; ſhe was ſo 
lame and injured, he could not make her 
tir; and had ſhe been willing to move, he 
did not know whither to lead her; for in 
his haſte, he had never conſidereſl how his 
father would approve what he had done; 
he began to be afraid that it Was wrong to 
make ſuch a bargain, without having firſt 
aſked leave; being extremely perplexed, 
| be fat, down upona tile, to conſider What 
means . 
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means he could take to prevent his fa- 
ther's diſpleaſure: he felt that he had but 
one apology to make, which was, that he 

had ated from a good motive. After re- 
flecting a few minutes, he determined to 
leave the aſs quietly where ſhe was, and go 
directly to his father, and tell him the whole 

affair. He did ſo, and received this an- 

J * 
I cannot be angry with you, Charles, 


becauſe your intention was excellent; but 


you have brought me into an inconvenient 
fituation; for ſhe is the property of Simp- 
ſon, the chimney-ſweeper, and I cannot 
keep her without his conſent ; and ſhould 
he agree to part with her, I do not know 
what to do with her.” 


Do anything, papa, e Charles, 
© with earneſtneſs, rather than return her 
to be abuſed, by that cruel boy. Had you 
but ſeen what 1 did, you could not bear 
Foe GE of it.” 


Wo 


Mr. 


| 
| 
\ 
? 


2 
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Mr. Jocelyn wasat length perſuaded, by 
his ſon's entreaties, to ſend to Simpſon, for | 


his confirmation of the bargain, which he 


\ refuſed without an additional ſum. The 
money was paid, and Tom being detected 
in his diſhoneſty and falſehood, got a ſe- 

vere trimming, which ber . than 
|| corretted him. | | 
As ſoon as the aſs was able to fate re- 
moved, ſhe was taken to Mr. Jocelyn's 
ſtable, where Charles nurſed her with great 
© humanity, till ſhe was perfectly recovered, | 
hen his father told him, he could be no 

longer encumbered with her. After many 
unſucceſsful ſchemes to fix her comfort- 
_ ably in another ſituation, it was determined 


to. give her to an old woman, who travelled 


about the country, ſelling thread and laces; _ 
this was a happy exchange from her for- 
mer ſlavery ; the had a light load to carry, 
and eaſy journies to go, and was treated 
with gentleneſs by her miſtreſs, who lived 


- —— — — 
* —— 
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in a Jane, cloſe by Mr. Jocelyn's. Charles 


frequently viſited poor Jenny, pleaſed to 


ſee the bappineſs which he had cauſed, 
and never failed to carty a bite of hay in 
his hand. 

_ Charles was a much better boy than 
Tom, and continued to be a better charac- 
ter when he grew up. But if both of them 


| had been bleſſed with parents equally wiſe 


and kind, it is not poſſible to ſay, which 
might have excelled the other; therefore, 


let thoſe happy children, who enjoy the 
advantages of early inſtrution, prize it, 
and endeayour to be as much ſuperior in 
virtue 2nd wiſdom, to others, whom pro- 
vidence has placed differently, as they are 
in ſituation; but Jet them, at the ſame time, 
remember with humility, what they might 
have become, had they been expoſed to the 


calamities and ill examples that corrupt 
thouſands of children, and retard or pre- 


vent their advancement in goodneſs, 


* 


THE 
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| Tux RECOMPENCE or OBEDIENCE. L 
EN 1. was bs * by Julia, one as, = 


Pray, do not let me forget the time, and 
ſtay too late, for my governeſs deſired that 


though_I am extremely happy here with 
my companions, (many children being af. - 
ſembled, and at that time amuſing them- 
ſelves with different plays), 1 ſhould be 
very ſorry to ſtay 2 the hour ſhe has 15 
appointed. Mon 3 


* Is ſhe then ſo very FRE PLE one 80 5 


are afraid of being puniſhed for returning 
half an hour beyond the time ſhe has . 
,,, 2 kf 

- 18 Far otherwiſe, * replies Julia; * tis 
is ſo kind and condeſcending, that it 
would grieve me to diſoblige her. I love 
her next to my papa and mama, and would 


not 


ing, as ſhe was viſiting at a neighbour's, 5 


I would not exceed eight o'clock ; and 


| the young ladies who ſtood by, that you bl 
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not ven . on any account; and, in re- 
turn for my endeavours to pleaſe her, ſhe 
indulges me in every thing that will not 
hurt me; therefore, you cannot be ſurpriſed 
at my unwillingneſs to diſobey ber.“ 5 
Il I wiſh my maſter was like her, ſaid a 
boy in the midſt of the group; but he 
delights i in reſtraining and puniſhing us; 
and, we are never better pleaſed than when 
we can teaſe him, without being found out. 
There is not one in the ſchool but diſ- 
likes him, and we often commit faults, that 
we ſhould not, were he better beloved.“ 
Upon this, the little company began to 
make a compariſon-betweenthe diſpoſitions 
of thoſe, under whoſe authority they were 
placed ; and it was obſervable, that where 
a gentle diſcipline had preſerved the largeſt | 


portion of love, there ſhone the moſt dif. Ts 


tinguiſhed teſtimonies of reſpe& and obe- 
dience. So certain it is, that love is more 


powerful than fear, the moſt. llaviſh of 
0 . „ „ : all 


— 
— 
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all paſſions, and the leaſt worthy to be ek "= 


in the tuition of the infant mind. _ 
The clock ſtruck eight, Julia heard hs 


ſummons, and could not be perſuaded, by 


the entreaties of her young friends, to 


! prolong her viſit. She haſtened home, and 
With conſcious pleaſure, e Miſs Ma- 


pleton's apartment. 


hope I ie me ſaid ſne. 1 - : 


liſtened for the hour, and put on my things, 
as ſoon as 1 heard it firike.” * You are, 


indeed, very punQual,” replied Miſs Ma- 
pleton; it has, no doubt, coſt you a ſa- 


crifice to leave the chearful party you were 


with, before the reſt were called away; 


but a recompence awaits your obedience, _ 


- which was my motive for fixing a time 


with ſo much exactneſs. There is a 
German below, who has brought a large 
number of Canary-birds from abroad, 
I met him yeſterday, and fixed with him to 


be here at this WM" as he is obliged to 


nn ͤöð 


Guns. 
4 


— © © 
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reach London to night. Go down ſtairs, 


and make your choice of one of the moſt 


melodious ſongſters. Had you ſuffered 
yourſelf to be detained, the man would 
have been gone, and you would have been 
deprived of your bird, for I promiſed not 
to keep him later than a quarter after eight. 


I did not mention this appointment to you, 


becauſe I had a mind to put your obedi- 
ence to a trial, without influencing your 


compliance by any motive of intereſt. I 


ſhould have inflicted no other puniſhment, 


lad you neglected to have obſerved your 
engagement, than the deprivation of the 
pleaſure of poſſeſſing a Canary- bird, which 
your abſence would have prevented you 


from chooſing. The doing our duty al- 


ways brings its on reward, by the peace 


of mind it affords. It frequently, nay - 

moſtly, produces other ate as in Te 5 

n! inſtance.“ W Lo 
Julia, delighted with ak as 


; n well as the indulgence with which it 


= | , was 
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was accompanied, ran to the man, and was 
ſurpriſed at the fight of his cages, for they 
were very large, and contained a great 
many warbling priſoners, apparently inſen- 
ſible to the misfortune of captivity. © How. 
happy they ſeem,” ſaid Julia, with wonder, 
they enjoy themſelves as much, as if they 
were at liberty!“ As they have been al- 
ways uſed to live in confinement,” ſaid the 
man, they are contented with their ſitua- 
tion. The original breed came from the 
Canary Iſlands, which - occaſioned their 
name; but of late years they have been 
bred in Germany, from whence I come; 
and my countrymen carry them as far as 
\ Conſtantinople, and moſt of the principal 
cities in Europe. I have travelled many 
a weary mile, but I ſhall not complain of 
my trouble, if I diſpoſe of my birds to ad- 


vantage. Examine them Miſs, and take 
dhat which pleaſes your fancy.“ After a. 


little deliberation, Julia fixed upon one 
which was as $ yellow as gold, with a note ſo 
| clear £4 


clear and {hrill, that it could not be born 


in a ſmall room. The bird was therefore 
hung up in the hall, from whence it was 
heard in moſt parts of the houſe, without 
being too powerful in any. Julia's firſt 
employment, after breakfaſt, was to fill his 
glaſſes with ſeed and water, to clean his 
cage and decorate it with freſh groundſel, 
or plantain, according to the feaſon; nor 
did ſhe ever omit her attendance upon him. 
The negle& of one day would have been 
followed by the loſs of her bird, who was 
a very great favourite; for Miſs Mapleton 
had warned her, when ſhe gave it to her, 
what would be the conſequence of want 
of conſtancy in her care: ſhe: remarked, 
it is common for children to be warm 
at firſt in their attachments, from the love 
of novelty, and afterwards, when the ani- 
mals they have tamed are become familiar 
to them, to grow weary of the trouble of 
providing them daily with thoſe ihings they 
: require. Julia's bird was as grateful as 
. . he 
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he was beautiful; he learned to take a 
piece of ſugar out of her mouch, and would 
perch upon her ſhoulder with the utmoſt 
confidence in her kindneſs/; but he was 
not ſo willing to approach ſtrangers, his 
fidelity was reſerved for his miſtreſs alone, 
whom he would follow from place to place, 
and when ſhe came near his cage, would 
_— his j $ Joy by a. nene e 


* 2-6 MS BE £ : 
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3 


van ITY OI ISHE De 3 


TT heat in hos mouth b of March, fl "10 

a a ſlight froſt, accompanied with a bleak 
ae from the north-eaſt, occaſioned the 
morning to be extremely cold, though the 
ly was clear, and the ſun bright. The 
face of nature looked indeed like ſummer; 


but the temperature of che air felt like win- 1 


ter. Mrs. Martin was going to church 
8 ca her: daughter; Suſanna, and as her 
5 To obſervation 5 
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obſervation had enabled her to form a 
pretty exact judgment of the weather, [ſhe 
had prepared a defence againſt. the cold, 
by wrapping- herſelf up in a warm ſhaw! 
and a fur-cleak. - The little girl, deceived 
by appearances, and defirous of diſplaying. 
a ſmart new ſatin ſpencer, without ſleeves, 
which was only adapted to a mild ſeaſon, | 
equipped herſelf, as if it had been a ſum- 
mer's day. You are not clothed pro- 
perly, my dear,” ſaid Mrs, Martin; © the 
glare of ſunſhine impoſes upon you ; but 
you will be ſtarved with cold in that fpen- 
cer. Go, lay it aſide, and put on your great 
coat and your tippet ; you will find them 
comfortable, for the wind is extremely 
— notwithſtanding it appears ſo fine,” 
Oh! dear, mamma, you are quite miſ- 
taken, Laſſure you it is beautiful abroad, 
replied the conceited girl, for I have been 
taking a run in the garden, and I am not 
the leaſt cold, nor ſhall I feel any incon- 
yenience from the want of my great coat; 
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it is ſo on and vgly, ths cantiot bei 
to wear it.“ | 
our partiality een new Wan "ng 
made you undetvalue your great coat; but 
truſt to my experience, the garden is in- 
cloſed by a high wall, and therefore leſs 
expoſed than other places; we ſhall not 
bave walked a quarter of a mile before you 
will repent your folly, if you perfeyere in 
it.“ Suſanna thought chat ſhe knew bet- 
ter than her nene TY hs 
in rejecting her advice. 
They had ſcarcely p 
dred yards, before the fan was withdrawn. 
and black chilling clouds had covered tbe + | 
y; the blaſts of the north-eaſt wind — | 
- blew füll in their faces, with  increafed 
force. Suſanna would willingly have con- 
cealed her feelings, but ſhe ſhivered in. 
volantarily with cold. How the day is 
altered, mamma, ſaid ſhe; it is really much 
, colder that Texpefted,' I am glad,“ re. 5 
joined Mrs. Martin,“ that you are at 
ee 


Wy 


enki! a hn 0 


- 
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length convinced that my opinion was well 
founded: if you do not get a cold to make 


you ſeriouſly ill, I ſhall not regret the in- 


convenience you ſuffer. A confidence in 


your own judgment often leads you into 
error, and may produce fatal conſequences, 


if you do not overcome it. This: trivial 
circumſtance may teach you a uſeful leſſon 
of diſtruſting yourſelf, and relying in mat- 
ters of greater importance, upon the ſupe. 
rior. judgment of thoſe, whoſe age has given 


them better opportunities of information. 


1 have ſeen many days at this ſeaſon of the 
YEAR, like the . preſent, inviting in appear- 
© ance, but in reality, bleak and unpleaſant ; 
my experience therefore induced me to 
guard againſt the inconvenience 1 was 
going to encounter. You had no guide to 
direct you, but the brightneſs of the ſun» 
' ſhine, A” deluſion, of which. a few thick 


clouds has entirely deprived you. You 


might have availed yourſelf of my advice; 
0 that you. delpiled: en now bear 
the 


. Juvenile Anecdotes, 
the effects of the piercing cold, without a 


proper ſhelter to defend you from it.“ Be- 
fore they reached the church, which was 
at leaſt two miles diſtant from their houſe, 


"Suſanna was thoroughly chilled, and would 


gladlyhave exchanged hermodiſh ſpencer for 
the comfortable warmth of her great coat. 


Hler mother perceived her diſtreſs ; but 
as her behaviour frequently betray: as hy. 


ſame obſtinacy and preſumption, ſhe had 


not much pity for ber; ſhe rather wiſhed | 
to increaſe her difficulties; by placing het 


folly in the moſt conſpicuous light, that it 


might prevent her from a repetition of 
ſuch a reliance upon her own opinion. 
Some neighbours overtaking them on their 
way, gave her an opportunity of effecting her 
purpoſe advantageouſly. After chatting 


upon the common topics, bony faid, bs "<0 


ſpencer ꝰ ſhe has put e ee | 
we think it extremely pretty.“ It is re- 


kably nn, ſaid one of the ladies, 
„ but | 
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but how could you think of letting her 
wear it on ſuch a cold day; the poor child 
looks half frozen?“ Suſanna hung down 
her head with mortification. She is a he- 
roine,” replied Mrs. Martin ; © ſhe does 
not mind the cold, if ſhe does but look 

ſmart. Suſanna wiſhed herſelf at home, 
and the ſpencer in the milliner's ſhop, 
could ſhe but have eſcaped from the ſati- 


rrical remarks of her mother and her friends, 


who took the hint, and amuſed themſelves 
in laughing at her vanity; but this was not 


duke end of her puniſhment, ſhe caught a 


tireſome cough, which laſted ſeveral weeks, 
and obliged her to ſubmit not only to be 

wrapped up in her great coat when ſhe 
went abroad, but alſo to wear a painful 
bliſter, and to ſwallow many nauſeous 


_ _ draughts from the apothecary. She often 


regretted that ſhe had not liſtened to the 
perſuaſions of her mother, whoſe judgment 
and knowledge ſhe was now convinced 
were ſuperior to her own, In future, 
V whenever 
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whenever ſhe felt an inclination to adhere' 
with perverſeneſs to any plan the had 
formed, the remembrance of her cough 
diſarmed her of her reſolution, and deter- 
mined her to aſk advice of her mother, or 


any other friend, who was older and wiſer 


than en £ 


. 
— 
* 
| | 


. THE e 


| Ti, . is a very improper place 


for children, on many accounts. Ser- 
vants ſeldom like to be interrupted with 


their Company eſpecially when they are a 
buſy in cooking, or other dirty offices: 


neither can it be expected, that their man- 


ners and converſation ſhould be improving 


to little girls and boys, who are born in a 


different ſphere of life; becauſe it is like- 


ly, that their parents were not able, from 


their poverty, to give them ſuch an educ - 


2 1 5 oo 


4 


„ tion, as ſhould-qualify them for the com- 
panions of thoſe, whom the accident of 
birth has placed above them; though they 
may poſſeſs great worth and intelligence 


* 
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for the condition which Providence has al- : 
lotted them.. 


Beſides interrupting the cog l. 
ing vulgar habits, and ſoiling the clothes, 


there are other miſchiefs to be dreaded in 


a kitchen, which ſhould deter mothers and 


governeſſes from permitting the little folks 


under their care to enter them. Large 


by fjlres, coppers of hot water, ſaucepans of 
" + Joup, ſtarch „and things of the like nature, 
have cauſed many melancholy. accidents; 
Which would haves beancavoitied, it the 
55 unhappy children Who have periſhed b 


them had been confined io the, olher pan 
of the houſe. Even when children are 


| 5 : ſenp with meſſages, they ought to ms 15 
do the door, repeat eee have toy. | 
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Had poor Amelia done ſo, ſhe might 


fill have been living, but unfortunately 
| ſhe was fond of the cook-maid, and Molly 
was much attached to her, and fooliſhly en- 


eouraged her to. tay, whenever ſhe came 


Into the kitchen, by giving her a taſte of any 
thing nice, chat ſhe was uſing in the pre- 
paration for dinner; this was a filly cuſtom, 


proceeding from a miſtaken kindneſs, The | | 
diſpoſition and character of this little girl 
were ſo amiable and promiſing, that her 


b mother fondly hoped to have enjoyed many 


years of comfort, in bebolding her increaſ- 
ing virtaes; but one ſhort quarter of any. 
bour blaſted this delufive proſpett of hap- 
pineſs, and imbittered the remainder of 


ber days, by the afflifting impreſſion of a 


eircymſtance; that no length of time could 


baniſh from her memory, She was fitting 


t work with Amelia, teaching her to em- 


beider a ſeteen, When it ſuddenly occur- 


; _ to o her, __ ſhe/had W 
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Molly ſome orders relative to what ſhe 
choſe to have dreſſed for the day. 
My dear, ſaid ſhe, © when you have 


finiſhed that leaf, ſtep into the kitchen, 
and tell the cook, that I want to ſpeak. with 


her.” Amelia was accuſtomed to obey her 
mother's commands with readineſs, and as 
ſhe. was pleaſed to be intruſted with a com- 
miſGon to her favourite, ſhe ran with more 


| than uſual alacrity. She found Molly 


ſtanding by the kitchen fire, and as her 
back was turned towards che door as ſheen- 
tered it, ſhe did not perceive that ſhe was 


| 8 8 in the very act of lifting a large ſaucepan, 
filled with boiling water, off the fire ;. curi- 


ous to ſee what ſhe was about, and ſuſpeti» 


ing no danger, ſhe ran haſtily up to her, 


at the moment ſhe was turning about with 


it in her hand: the ſaucepan being EX. 
tremely heavy, and her hand gre 
._ ſhock of the child running againſt! her, 
{Dight as it was, made her loſe her graſp, 
and the Anndle flipping round, overturned. 
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the ſcalding water upon the unfortunate ' - 


Amelia. Her ſcreams drew the whole 


family together in a few minutes, and 
amongſt the reſt her unhappy mother, 
whoſe diſtreſs cannot be repreſented by 


any deſcription; thoſe alone who have 


ſuffeted ſuch calamities, are capable of 
47 forming an idea of her ſenſations.  *Phyfi- 
cal aſſi ſtance was procured as ſoon as poſ- 

ſible, but there was no time for the appli- 
cation of remedies; the vital parts were af. 
ſected, convulſions came on . wa EO 
_ . cloſed the awful ſcene. | 
How ineffectual were arsenal ans 5 
. Wet to recal What had happened: pre- 
vention had been better than either. Often 


did her afflicted mother reproach herſelf 


for having ſent her to a place, Where it was 

poſſible for ſuch an accident to happen; 
and almoſt as often did poor Molly accuſe 

herſelf of careleſſneſs in cauſing the de- 

: ſtruction of the child "whom ſhe loved ſo 
well, Gs, the en cogent invo- 

. 4: £35 1 luntary. 1 
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| luntafy. In the midſt of their diſtreſs, the 
generous concern that the ſuffering Amelia 
expreſſed for the perſon, who had thus un- 
intentionally injured: her fo: tetribly, was 
remembered and repeated with a mixture 
of love and admiration. My dear mo- 
ther,” ſaid. the half-expiring child, do 
not be angry with Molly; ſhe was not the 
leaſt to blame, the fault. was mine. I had 


no occaſion to go near the fire.“ Such 


ſweet forgiveneſs in the moment of ſuffer-. | 


ing endeared her memory, and though it 


increaſed the poignancy of regret for her 


. laſs, yet it afforded a conſolation, which 
grew ER as the exceſs of h wir: 

A N of ſo la an aßpebt 
ſhould not have thrown a gloom upon the 
entertainment theſe -- Juvenile Anecdotes 
are intended to produce, but for an qphi- 


nion, that the warning might be uſeful to 
| prevent future accidents of the ſame kind. 


How many children have been burnt to 
O 3 1 5 death 
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death by playing with fire! careleſſneſs, 
and ignorance of the conſequences lead 
others to endanger themſelves in the ſame 
manner. Thoſe who have never ſeen ac- 


quickly a ſingle ſpark extends all over the 
whole dreſs, eſpecially if it be muſlin, as 


children's frocks often are; nor how diffi- 


cult it is to extinguiſh the flames, in time 


to ſave the wearer from their def ruf a tive Yo 


: 3 


Leet all . 1 2 85 os this 
fad narrative, remember the misfortune of 


Amelia, and cautiouſly avoid playing with 


fire, or going into the kitchen when ſauce- 
pans and coppers are in uſe; leſt, in one fa-: 


tally unguarded moment, they ſhould ſuf- 


fer a calamity of the ſame kind, and vain- 


ly repent 1 1 this ng 
tion, 
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THE VISIT 10 01D NURSE, | 


M* FAIRBANK having ſeveral 
| ſmall children, and but few ſervants 
to attend them, was very glad to ſend little 
Frank to paſs a few weeks, whilſt ſhe was 
confined in a lying-in, with an elderly per- 
ſon, who had formerly lived as nurſe in 
the family. -Frank was of a very live- 
ly, playful diſpoſition, and as he de- 
lighted in variety, was much pleaſed 
with the thoughts of his viſit: the conclu. 
ſion of the ſtory will ſhew how greatly he 
was diſappointed of the pleaſure he ex- 
pedted on this occaſion. The old lady had 
brought him up, and as ſhe had been much 


attached to him, whilſt he was under her 
care, ſhe alſo promiſed herſelf a renewal 


of the enjoyment his. company uſed to af- 
ford her ; but ſhe was no longer able to 

bear the prattle and activity of children, 
her head ſhook with palſey, her eyes were 
become dim, her hearing was dull, her 
„„ : 3 


1 52 Juvenile Anecdotes, 
5 ſtrength failed, and quiet repoſe was the | 


only thing ſhe could enjoy. 


The little boy ſoon ard info very 
uncomfortably ſituated; he could neither 


play nor jump about, but Nurſe Bygrove 
ſuffered from the diſturbance, and reprov- 
ed his innocent vivacity, as if it had been 


As fault: the numberleſs infirmities with 


which ſhe. was afflifted, had ſoured. her 
temper, and made her ſo peeviſh, that it 
was impoſſible at times for the child io 
pleaſe her. Beſides the continual reſtraint 


upon bis inclinations, which he was oblig · 


ed to endure, he was almoſt moped, for 


want of companions or amuſement: Mrs. 
. Bygrove's attention being too much en- 15 
gaged by her complaints, to leave her op- 


portunity to think of entertaining him. 
There was but one thing in the houſe that 


| | Frank really loved, or that afforded him a 
little frolic now and then, to chear his ſoli- 


tude, and that was a beautiful tortoiſeſhell 
cat, who was a great favourite, 8 admit- 


ted 
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| ted conſtantly into the parlour, where ſhe 
generally baſked upon a ſoft carpet before 


the fire : ſometimes Frank would venture 
to pull her tail gently, to invite her to play, 


or tempt her to jump into his lap by the of- 
fer of a piece of toaſt and butter: by de- 
grees puſs became familiar with him, 


though it was ſome time before ſhe at- 


tached herſelf to him, as ſhe was not ac- 


cuſtomed to be handled: by children; but 


at length he won her entirely, by his gen- 


"fy 


tle careſſes, and by the delicate morſels 
. © which ſhe always ſhared with him at t the dif. 


7 5 meals. 


It was a grievous puniſhment to poor 
* Frank to be obliged to fit fill on a little 
ſtool every afternoon, by the fide of Mrs. 
Bygrove, whilſt ſhe leant back in her eaſy 


chair, and took. a nap to refreſh herſelf : 


puſs moſtly placed herſelf on the hearth op- 


poſite to her miſtreſs whilſt ſhe ſlept, ei- 


ther enjoying the ſame repoſe, or ſmooth- 
: my and dreſſing her coat with great ce 
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As they were ſitting in this manner, one 


day after dinner, till the evening cloſed in, 
the child's patience being quite worn'out, 


he ſaid, after fetching a deep figh, © 1 wiſh 


with all my heart, that one of us three 
were dead; but my pretty puſſy, it is not 


you, for I love you dearly; neither is it 


' myſelf, for 1 like better to live than to 


die.” * Then it muſt be me, whom you 
wiſh to be dead,” ſaid the croſs old woman, 
waking from her lleep, almoſt as angry at 


being diſturbed, as ſhe was at the wiſh ; 


« what a naughty, wicked boy you are!“ 
continued ſhe, * you ſhall ſtay with me no 


longer; I will ſend you home to-morrow.” 
| ni rank, frightened at what he had ſaid, which 


had eſcaped him rather from wearinefs, 
that from any maliciouſneſs towards Mrs. 


Bygrove, flid out of the room, and vent- 


ed his uneaſineſs by a flood of tears: he 


was not ſuffered to return into the old 
lady s preſence that night, but was ordered 
| F e 
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The next day Mrs. Bygrove kept her 
word, and ſent him home, with a heavy 
charge of miſbehaviour, which ſurpriſed 
his mother greatly, as his docility and 


ſweetneſs of temper moſtly endeared him to 


his acquaintance. * What have you done 


my dear child,” faid ſhe, upon his return, 


* to. incur the diſgrace of ſuch a character? 
tell me the truth without diſguiſe, that I 


. may judge how far you have been to 


blame,” I believe I have been guilty of 
a great fault,? ſaid the child; but I have 


been ſo dull, and unhappy ever ſince I left 
you, that I have been ready to break my 


heart, and Nurſe Bygrove is ſo tireſome 


N 5 and il]-natured, that at laſt I did not love 
her at all; and when I wiſhed ſhe was dead, 
I did not mean any harm, but only that 1 


was weary of being with her, and wiſhed 


aàay thing, to get rid of her. My dear,” 


|} replied Mrs, Fairbank, with a very ſertl- 


| _ ous countenance, ] am perſuaded that you 
. ee — or knowing 
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the meaning: of what you ſaid. To difire | 
the death of any perſon is highly i impro- 
per; nay, I may ſay wicked, and more ef- _ 
[| pecially one to whom, you owe ſuch great | 
| obligations. Mrs. Bygrove took care of 
. you, when you were a helpleſs infant, 
it ber reſt has been often «diſturbed by your 
| = cries, and the fatigue of bringing you up, 
| may have haſtened her:infirmities. It is 
now your duty to return her kind offices; 
ſhe is become old, and has no longer the 
power of pleaſing you; but old age will 
| come upon all Who live long; your bloom 
. ing countenance will one day be wrinkled | 
Fe and diſagreeable, if your life is ſpared as 4 
1 long as Nurſe Bygrove's; your flaxen loeka 
= will change to grey, you will grow: feeble, 3 
and your body will bend down with weak» - 
neſs; you will ſuffer many pains, which 
Will probably deſtroy ' your e 
and put you out of humour with every 
BE | thing about you. Tou will thenthink ita 
HOES yy hard thing to be — and N 
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ed, when you ſtand moſt in need of the kind. 
5 neſs and aſſiſtance of your friends. Children, 
when they are firſt born, would periſh, with- 
out the tendereſt care: they ate not only 
helpleſs, but have no means to make their 
wants known, but by their cries, which 
' awaken compaſhon, and induce their mo- 
thers and nurſes to feed them and keep 
them warm, till they are old enough to 
take care of themſelves. When they are 
grown up, and have acquired ſtrength and 
underſtanding, it is reaſonable that they 
ſhould repay, with gratitude, the care which 
has been beſtowed upon them by their 
parents and attendants. | 
The young ſtorks are ſaid to give a 
e example to children, of the piety 
they owe to their aged parents, and thoſe 
who have cheriſhed them in their infancy, 
by conveying the old ones on their backs, 
as they. fly, when they are grown infirm, 
and are unable to paſs from one place to 
another, in queſt of food. When the 
LES TP company 
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company. of old people appears tireſome _ 
to you, remember the filial. affection of 
the ſtork, and do not ſuffer. yourſelf to 
be excelled in virtue by a bird.” Frank 
liſtened attentively to the admonition of 
his mother, and promiſed never to expreſs Y 
ſuch another wiſh, and to behave kindly 
to Nurſe Bygrove in future ; but he could 
not help deſiring that he might not be ſent 
to ſtay at her houſe again; to which Mrs. 
Fairbank conſented, perceiving that the 
impropriety of his behaviour aroſe from 
the unſuitable mixture of the vivacity of 
childhood with the decripitude of age. 
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THE POWER OF A SCHOOL-BOY TO 


RELIEVE THE UNHAPPY. 


1 3 PER the revolution in 
France, that a nobleman of high rank 


8 was driven, with his wife, to ſeek their 


ſafety by. flight. They were obliged to 


leave their own country with ſuch haſte, 


that they had no opportunity to ſecure any 


— part of the vaſt property they poſſeſſed, 


except a few of her diamonds, which they 


concealed in their clothes. They were ſo 
- . fortunate as to make a ſafe paſſage to Eng- 


land, though the weather was tempeſtuous, 


and they came over in an open boat. Af. 
ter having eſcaped the danger of the ſea, | 
they found themſelves expoſed to many 
other; misfortunes, They were ſtrangers 
in a foreign land, unacquainted with the 
language, or poſſeſſing the means of ſup- 
jb 0555 for any: long ſpace of time, They 


2. fold 
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ſold the jewels for a ſmall ſum, which ſappli- 
ed them with preſent. accommodation; but 
this reſource was ſoon exhauſted, and they 
were then reduced to extreme poverty. 
In a ſituation fo melancholy, they found 
the advantage of having received a good : 
- education; they retired to a village, a few 
miles diſtant from London, where Monſiepr 
engaged in the profeſſion of a teacher of 
languages; had he been inattentive to in- 
ſtruction, when a boy, they would now 
have had no means of ſubſiſtence, but muſt | 
| have been reduced to abſolute beggary. 
His ſkill in Latin, Italian, and his native 
tongue, preſerved them from want, though 
they ſtill experienced a painful reverſe of 
eircumſtances. Their ſplendid palace was 
changed into a mean lodging, their . 
ficent apartments richly furniſhed, into two 
{ſmall rooms, with very few. accommoda- 
tions; their table, which had been plen- 0 
| tifully ſupplied with a variety of, dainties, | 
g ſepved « on plate, was ſometimes ſcarcely , 
e 
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provided with neceſſaries; inſtead of a 
: train of ſervants, ready to obey their com- 
mands, they were obliged to perform the 
' moſt menial offices themſelves; accuſ- 


_  tomed to diſtribute liberally of their large 
5 |  Nore, to thoſe Who needed it, they were 
on now in danger, . from many accidents, of 
EE requiring the ſame ſuccours ; but being of 
BU 2 2 chearful diſpoſition, and very affeftion- 


ately attached to each other, they made 
the beſt of their ſituation, and paſſed their 
time in tolerable content. | 
A year or two was fend in this manner, 
- almoſt unknown in the neighbourhood in 
which they lived, except by a few families 
where Monſieur taught; but even ſuch a 
' ſtate of moderate tranquillity was not of 
long duration; for, the conflicts of mind 
he had undergone, and the change of cli-, 
mate, at an advanced period of life, aſſect- 
ed his conſtitution, and e 9 
his Rrength. 
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Neceſſity, however, compelled him to 
continue to give his leſſons, as long as he 
was able, but at length his diſorders in- 
creaſed to ſo great a pitch, that it was 

impoſſible for him to endure the fatigue 
| HE x attending his ſcholars. Want threatened 5 
| chem on every fide, with the terrible pros 
25 Port: of ſickneſs, united to poverty. 5 
They had loſt all hope in human help, 
their only truſt was in that providence, 
which watcheth over the natives of every 
country with one undiſtinguiſhing care; nor 
was it a groundleſs confidence. they che- 5 
riſhed; thoſe ho place their truſt in di- N 
vine aſſiſlance, are never forſaken. 1 
I} In the midſt of this calamity, <onſola. 
tion and help aroſe from a. quarter, from 
|| whence they had not the leaſt expectation. 
Among ſt thoſe whom Monſieur inſtrufted 
was a day-ſcholar, at one of the ſchools, 35 
whom I ſhall call Octavius. We are apt 
8 ſuppoſe, that children have no power 
do aſſiſt the diſtreſſed; but the behaviour 
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* 


of Oftavius towards theſe unfortunate 


| Arangers, proves that benevolence and a de- 


fire to do good enable every one to be uſeful 
to their tellow creatures, according to their 
reſpective ſituations. Therearea great many 
kind offices, which may be performed by 
thoſe who neither poſſeſs much power 
nor much money; but which, nevertheleſs, 
contribute to alleviate affliction. 

_ Whilft Monſieur was in health, Ofta- 
vius had often liſtened with great emotion 
o the affecting narrative, related by his 
maſter, and many times had offered the 


= tribute of an involuntary tear. 


When Monſieur failed in his uſual at- 
tendance, he went to his lodging to en- 
quire the cauſe of his abſence; but how 


was his ſenſibility ſhocked. when, upon be- 


| Ing ſhewn up flairs, he found him pale 
and emaciated, reclining in an elbow chair, 


his wife fi itting on the other fide of a 
ſew live embers, in the deepeſt dejection! 
The generous intereſt he had always taken 


in 
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"xr" r misfortunes, preſently nile 


them to unboſom their ſecrets to him, for 
though he was young, he was their only 
friend. He frequently repeated his viſits, 


and made himſelf fully acquainted with all 
their wants ; he became the principal com- 
panion of their ſolitude, and renounced _ 


every amuſement, that he might devote his 
leiſure hours to ſoothe their affliction. 
The indiſpoſition of the poor gentleman 
increaſed, and the want of neceſſary com- 
forts in ſuch a ſituation, became every 


day more urgent. They were without 
firing to warm the chamber, and unable 
to procure that kind of nouriſhment, of 


which he ſtood in need. Medical advice 


was neceſſary, but they had no means of 
paying for it. Oftavius, pierced with their 
| miſery, firſt made their circumſtances 
* known to his mother, and afterwards, with 
her permiſſion, to ſeveral other perſons, | 


whom he intereſted in behalf of theſe i}. 
| luſtrious TON by the artleſs ſimplicity 
8 N 


* 1 * 


Founded on Falls, © 165 


. of his tale, and his earneſtneſs in their 
„ 


2 


Compaſſion bei © once awakened, many 


| viſited them, and adminiſtered to their ne- 
cCebeſſities. Octavius continued to chear 


their ſolitary hours with his company, and 
mitigated their ſufferings by nameleſs acts 


of tenderneſs and ſympathy; ſo. much en- 


deared was he, by this conduA,.to the ſick 


man, that his entrance revived him, when 
nothing elſe was capable of affording him 


any amuſement : he uſed to call him his 


young friend, his chief conſolation; and 
Jay, that he was ſent as a bleſſing from 


heaven. Nature, at length gave way, the 
phyſician's aid was ineffectual to reſtore 


him—he died ; and his widow would have 


been left forlorn and deſtitute, had it not 
been for the kind exertions of thoſe friends, 


whom the benevolence of Octavius had 


proc ured for her. 


Thus we ſee that the power of doing 
good is neither confined to age nor ſtation; 


it 


% 
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it conſiſts more in inclination than in the 
poſſeſſion of talents or riches: a kind 
word, a tender look, the endearing voice 
ok ſympathy, are conſolations in the hour 
of miſery, which the young, the poor, and 
even the moſt helpleſs are endued with 
ability to beſtow. Let every one then en- 
deayour to do all the good they can, and 
never loſe an opportunity of performing a 
. kind attion, however trifling it may appear. 
. Should no other reward be obtained, than 


: : that of cultivating an alfectionate, tender 1 
Adiſpoſition, it is alone a ſufficient recam- „ 
» EEO 0 „ 
1 
bd 
| | 
LORENZO; 
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EOREN BS, 


ORENZO was a boy of a bigh- e 
ed, generous nature; he often offend. 
a but was ready to acknowledge his error, 


and make amends for his fault; his anger 
was warm, but ſoon ſubſided; his forgive- 
neſs was as: haſty as his repentance ;_ what- 
ever came into his polleſſion, he always 
| ſhared with his companions, whether mo- 
ney, playthings or dainties. Active, enter- 
priſing and courageous, he ſometimes got 
into miſchief, but had moſtly dexterity 
enough to extricate himſelf out of it, The 
confinement of a nurſery was inſupporta- 


ble to a child of his diſpoſition ; though only 


ſeven years old, it was judged beſt.to ſend 
him to a large ſchool, for which his talents 


and temper were adapted. No propoſal 


could have been more agreeable to him, he 


delighted in the ſociety of boys, and in the 


5 Not 
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Not a cloud overſhadowed his brow at, 
leaving home, nor did a tear unman his 


countenance, even at parting with his mo- 
; ther. As ſoon. as he was introduced into 

the play. ground, where fifty or ſixty boys 
were amuſing themſelves with different 
ſports, pleaſure and aſtoniſhment almoſt | 
ſilenced him; but, recovering himſelf, he 


addreſſed the group which ſurrounded him 


with great courage: my brave boys,“ 
aid he, 4 I wiſh I had ſomerhing to give 
you to buy a treat; taking a large handful 


of halfpence out of his breeches pocket at 
the ſame time, and flinging the money into 
the midſt of them, but here is all I have, 


and you muſt ſcramble for it.“ There Was 


manly and ſo engaging, that it won the 
hearts of his ſchool-feflows of all ranks, | 


they became familiar with him in an in- 


ſtant: one ſhook him by the hand, another, 
patted him on the ſhoulder, and a third 


called him a fine fellow, every one was des | 


- fir ous 


þ 


ſomething ſo generous in his manner, [fd 
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ſirous Be expreſſing his approbation. None | 


of them would accept of the money; but 
it was with difficulty they could perſuade 
him to return it into his pocket : that mat- 
ter being at length ſettled, he joined in 
their play, with as much unconcern, as if 
he had been acquainted with n for ; a 
twelvemonth. e 

He took leave of his father with the 
ſame firmneſs with which he bad left 
home. School was full of delights for 
him, he enjoyed the play, and ſport, and 
glee, which it afforded, under leſs reſtraint 


than he experienced when among his lit- 


tle brothers and ſiſter. When the vaca- 
tion came, he enjoyed the pleaſure of ſeeing 


his papa and mamma, but at the end of the 
month was quite willing to return to his 
former ſituation. There were few things 
that depreſſed Lorenzo, happy in the chear- 


| Julneſs of his own diſpoſition, he wes Fron- 
| fented any where; whether at home or at. 
ſchool,” he remained the ſame active, chear- 
1 being, always employed ift buſineſs or 
de . „ in 
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in play, he had no propenſity to idleneſa, 
but applied to his leſſons with the ſame 


ſpirit with which he purſued his diver- 
ſions. The love of truth may likewiſe be 


claſſed amongſt his good qualities; he diſ- 
dained the meanneſs of falſehood. He was 


once accuſed of a fault, and puniſhed for it, 
through the miſrepreſentation of a co.]. 
ardly boy, who had done the thing for 
which he ſuffered, He bore the ſtrokes of 
| the rod with ſilent contempt, after having 
\ poſitively denied the fact. The maſter had 
entirely forgotten the affair, till a cireum- 


ſtance, which happened a few days after, 


brought it back to his recollection, and con- 


vinced him of the injuſtice of his ſentence. | 
A ball was thrown with great force, by. 
an unknown hand, through the beſt par- 


| lour window, and unfortunately ſhivered 15 


to pieces a large mirror, which hung in a 


0 pannel oppoſite to it. The matter, vexed 
at the deſtruction of ſo valuable a piece of 
Furniture, examined every boy in the ſchool, 
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one by one, hoping by that means to diſ- 
cover the delinquent. Lorenzo was the 
only one who had not yet been before him, 
and he began to deſpair of ſucceſs, as he 
had not been able to find out the leaſt trace 


of the offender, He approached his maſ- 


ter With an undaunted countenance, and a 
flirmneſs of manner, mixed with reſpect. 
Sir,“ ſaid the maſter, do you know 
who was guilty of flinging the ball that 
broke my looking glaſs ?” Ves, fir,” re- 
plied Lorenzo, it was I: I ſcorn a falſe- 
hood, you puniſhed me a few days ago for 


a a fault that I did not commit; now I own 


myſelf guilty, though by accident, and am 
willing to ſubmit to any correction you 
pleaſe to impoſe.” This candid confeſſion 

- ſubdued his maſter's diſpleaſure, he not 
only forgave him, but ever after depended 
| upon his word, and treated him with pe- 

culiar marks of reſpect. The boy who had 

falſely accuſed him, in order to ſhelter. 
himſelf from detection, being thus expoſ- 
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ed, hung down his head with ſhame, was 1 
 ſcorned by his ſchool- fellows, deſpiſed by ; 
his maſter, and was long; very long before 


he could regain a good charader. hat a 


contraſt between the boldneſs of truth and 


the abjefineſs of falſehood! let my readers 
judge from this picture, which of the two 
they ſhould ere and practiſe. 8 


} 


; SE $ 
; 8 
; FINIS 


* „ 


bs 


Speech, and EXERCISES in SYNTAX, 
- GUAGE, to relieve the Teacher, and i Mt -.t 


: only, in announcing this Abridgment, to obſ: Te, MED 
that it appears to us to be made with great pg oh 


: Series of familiar Letters, with Plates. By PRIS- 7975 
CILLAWAKEFIELD. Price 38. in boards. : 


2 knowledge of Botany. The ſtyle is clear and 
agreeable; the examples well ſelected; and for a 
more complete elucidation are àdded ſeveral Plates, | 1 : 
| ongraved. with neatneſs and clearneſs.“ YL: 


98 Having already expreſſed at large our app be. 
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WER GRAMMAR wr 5 
\ By LINDLEY MURRAY... * 


Containing an Exemplification . of. the 


as an eaſy introduction to the ENGLIS 


en Claſs of Learners. „ 
Peice, bound, One Shilling... >. * 


tion of Mc. Murray's Engliſh Grammar, we 


* 


and that we do not know a performance. of this k1 


better fitted for the uſe of Children. This al} 


Grammar hagalſo the recommendation of being ve 


| N neatly printe Nr Adin Review, October 179 


See, alſo, the Monthiy Review, November 1797. 1 
An INTRODUCTION to BOTANY, in A: 
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4 The deſign of this little volume is to cultivate 25 


in young perſons, a taſte for the Beauties of 1 2 = 


and to lead, by the eaſieſt and molt familiar ſteps, to 


Britiſh Critic, October 1757. e 
5 Alſo by the ſame Author, 4 h 
MENTAL IMPROVEMENT ; or The Beau >. 
ties and Wonders of Nature and Art. In 3 voll. 3 5 2a 
price 18. 6d. each, half bound. a Fas. . 
« Theſe little Wolkines direct the young mind; l in 855 = 
a very plealing manner, to a variety of uſefal My 
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„ Books for Vouth. 


curious ſubies ; the manner of Dialogue has been 


very judiciouſly adopted; and although the work is 
profefſedly intended for young perſons, we are per- 


ſuaded that there are many grown ones, who, by a 


peruſal of it, would diſcover in themſelves a N 
of ignorance they little ſuſpected. 


Critical Review, 8 179 5. * 
- «Air, earth, and water, all bring their contribu- 


tions : to which are added the operations of human 

{kill and labour, to render natural productions bene» 

| ficial and entertaining.” 

Monthly Review, May 8 
LEISURE HOURS, or Entertaining Dialog 

between perſons eminent for Virtue and agnanimi- 


ty, in 2 vols. price 1s. 6d. each, half. bound. For 


an excellent character of theſe little Volumes, ſee 
| Monthly Review, March 1796. 

' LECONS pour des ENF ANS. Tranſlated from 
the Engliſh of Mrs. BARBAULD, by M. PAS. 


ER. The Four Parts in Two Vols. half bound, 


The BEE: + a Selection of Poetry. A next pocket | 


vol. rice, bound, 28. 
The LITERARY BOUQUET : a Selection of 


| Prod. Companion to the Bee. Price 28. bound, 
„ LE PETEDL GRANDISSON. Par M. BER. 
_ -- QUIN. A neat Edition, with oy price 28. 6d. 


ſewed. 


PASTORAL LESSONS and PARENTAL, 
CONVERSATIONS ; intended as a Companion to 


I. DION Hymns, in Proſe. Price 1s, 


Juſt publiſhed, . 
| A PRESENT for a "LITTLE GIRL, excichd 
with many Plates, price 18, 
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